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`The Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys)  
Group of Advanced Motorists  

WELCOMES YOU 
 
As the UK‟s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for 

all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our 

roads.  

Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your 

driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment.  Of course, 

safety is always our top concern, but it‟s a fun and exciting experience too!  

 

Membership of our group includes: - 

 One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your 

Advanced Driving Test  

 A copy of the IAM  guide to advanced driving techniques „ 

 How to be a better driver'  

 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner  

 Written assessment of your test performance  

 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test  

 

An open invitation to:-   

Monthly Guidance sessions held on :- 

Sunday mornings, at two venues 

Evening in the summer months  

Second opinions conducted by senior observers 

Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.   

Guest speakers include 

The Highways Agency,  

Crash team investigators  

IAM Examiner 

Group organised events, recent sessions include:- 

Skid pan experience,  

Competitive tests of driving skills 

The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry 

 
For more information visit our websites 

www.matlock-iam.webs.com 
Facebook - Matlock IAM    Twitter - MatlockIAM 

 

http://www.matlock-iam.webs.com/
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Successes 
 

 
 

Keith Seaton with his observer David Graham. 
Keith passed his bike test last October and then went on to do the car test. 

Keith achieved a 1 for every category and was awarded a F1RST. 

Congratulations on passing 

your test 

 

Welcome to the group 



Chairman’s Ramblings 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2017 and I wish all 
members and readers a Happy and Healthy 2017. 
 
I congratulate Keith Seaton and Alan Roberts who 
recently passed the advanced test and thank their 
respective observers David Graham, Harry Gregory and 
Bill Storey.  Keith passed his bike test last October and 
then went on to do the car test. Keith achieved a 1 for 
every category and was awarded a F1RST.  Apparently 
the examiner said it was the first time he has never had 
anything to mark someone down on.  Alan passed his test 
after a frustrating few months having been passed around four examiners since 
November.  However, in spite of all this Alan passed his test with flying colours and only 
narrowly missed being awarded a F1RST.  I am very pleased to report that both Keith 
and Alan wish to become observers and are currently being mentored by David and 
Harry. 
 
I welcome new associate Chris Moran to the group who I am sure will find preparing for 
the test very rewarding. 
 
It was good to see Roger Walters at the November Sunday Guidance. Roger passed the 
advanced test well over 20 years ago.  Roger is now 80 and decided it was time to have 
a reassessment of his driving skills.  He went out for a drive check with Bill who was 
pleased to confirm that Roger was still driving to a good standard and conforming to the 
system.  Roger‟s reassessment was very reassuring both for Roger and his family.  I am 
sure many of our members who like Roger took their advanced test many years ago are 
also wondering if they might benefit from a quick refresher.  You are always welcome to 
have an assessment / refresher drive with one of our observers should you wish to do 
so.  You are welcome to just turn up at one of our Sunday guidance sessions or if these 
should not be convenient then contact Iain, our guidance co-ordinator, who will be 
pleased to arrange a drive for you at a time that is convenient.  There is no pressure, it is 
not a test just an offer to assist in “blowing away any cobwebs!” 
 
The annual photo competition at the December meeting was well attended and, as 
usual, there were some excellent photographs.  Eventually the worthy winner was Ian 
Wildgoose with a photograph of a very splendid stag.  Well done and congratulations 
Ian.  Our 2017 calendar kicked off with a very interesting illustrated talk by Nick 
Stephens on one of his holidays in Southern Ireland.  It was surprising how many 
television or film locations Nick had discovered.  Our next meeting in February will be a 
training evening covering new technology. 
 
On Thursday 16 February Chesterfield Group have Fran Thompson, the IAM examiner 
who will be responsible for testing most of our associates, giving a talk.  This will be a 
very informative evening for everyone but especially for observers or those associates 
about to take their test.  It is at St Thomas' Church and Centre, Chatsworth Road, 
Chesterfield S40 3AW and starts at 7:30. 
 
A future diary date to note is quite a way off but is something not to be missed.  For our  



meeting on Tuesday 7 November we once again have a presentation given by Gordon 
May. Gordon has previously given us two excellent presentations and this time he will be 
talking about his trip to Vietnam on a Matchless. 
 
Finally do not forget the AGM on Tuesday 4 April when I hope as many members as 
possible will turn up, remember this is your group so come and have your say and let us 
know your thoughts on running the group. 
  
As always I wish you safe motoring. 
 
Kevin J Knight - Group Chairman 

 
 
IAM have notified us for the second time, that since 
some groups have had problems over copyright 
infringements, we must be very careful in the future to 
use only copyright free material, so the „look‟ of the 
newsletter will be changing somewhat and I am 
currently struggling to find illustrations to enliven the 
text. 
 
If any members have photographs which they have 
taken themselves and which they would be willing to 
share, I would be very pleased to accept same, but I 
am not quite sure how we would organise the logistics 
of getting the right images to illustrate the articles for 

the next editions. Any ideas would be gratefully received. 
Humorous situations which you have witnessed would always be welcome. 
 
Errors. Some of the dates of events were entered erroneously in the last 
edition. The ones shown below are the correct ones . Sorry   
Kate 
 
 

  Winter/Spring Programme. 
 

Cancelation of events due to bad weather. 
If we have to cancel, we will do so with as much notice as possible. I will have it 
announced on BBC Radio Derby, it will be entered on our Facebook and Twitter pages. 
If anyone is in doubt, please phone Kevin Knight or Bill Storey before setting off for the 
venue. 
  

 

Training Evening. 
Tues 7th Feb 2017, 7.30pm Whitworth Institute. 
 
Hopefully Eric will be well enough to do a training session and discussion on New 
Technology, which he has been researching for articles in the newsletter. 
In the event that Eric is not well enough, Bill will show one of Eric‟s previous Powerpoint 
presentations. 
We welcome any interested listeners and members of neighbouring IAM Groups. 



Examiner Evening Chesterfield 
 
Thursday 16th Feb16th starting at 7.45. St. Thomas’s Church Centre 
Chatsworth Rd,. Brampton. 
All our members are welcome to join Chesterfield Group for this meeting, 
especially Observers who can meet Examiner Fran Thompson. She has and will 
conduct tests for our Group. 
If anyone has any questions for her will they send to Bill and he will send to her. 
 
 

Group Quiz. 
Tues 7th March 7.30pm Whitworth Institute. 
 
Ian Reville will be setting the quiz again this year.. We welcome 
teams from neighbouring groups as well as our own. We look 
forward to a light hearted evening, concluding with the usual 
unbelievable prizes.  
 

 

Motoring Quiz. At Congleton. 
 
When: Wednesday 22 March 2017; 7.30pm 
Where: Astbury Village Hall, Peel Lane, Astbury, Congleton CW12 4RQ. 

2 miles south of Congleton on A34 Newcastle Road. 
Who: Teams of 4 from IAM or similar groups 

How: e mail- johntwigg@freeuk.com 
How Smart are you? 

Our new annual Quiz for drivers and riders 
Congleton Advanced Drivers and Riders. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
this year will be on Tues 4th April at 7.30pm at the Whitworth Centre. 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee, that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys) Group of Advanced Motorists, will 
be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th April  2017 at the Whitworth Centre, Station Rd., 
Darley Dale, Matlock DE4 2EQ, to enable the Trustees of the Group to present their 
Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31.12.2016, for  
approval by the Group Members and to conduct an election. 
 
Bill Storey                                                                      Date January 2017 
2 Wye Bank                                                                   Group 4191 
Bakewell 
DE45 1BH 
All officers and committee members retire annually and may offer themselves for re-
election by group full members. Those elected become charity trustees of the group. 
(Continued over) 
Nominations (to the secretary) are invited from full members to stand for the offices or 
the committee. the nominee must be willing to stand for the committee and inform the 
secretary of his/her ability and willingness to serve. 



 
Please Note you may not stand for the committee if the law debars you from being a 
charity trustee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A bookseller conducting a market survey asked a woman – “Which book has 
helped you most in your life?” 
The woman replied – “My husband‟s cheque book!!” 
 
I just read that 4,153,237 people got married last year, not to cause any trouble 
but shouldn't that be an even number? 
  
Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the 
local swimming pool. I gave him a glass of water. 
  
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather.. Not screaming and 
yelling like the passengers in his car. 
  
If I had a dollar for every girl that found me unattractive, they would eventually 
find me attractive. 
  
I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are 
flashing behind you. 
   
A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight, live longer 
than the men who mention it. 
  
America is a country which produces citizens who will cross the ocean to fight for 
democracy but won't cross the street to vote. 
  
Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they 
can train people to stand on the very edge of the pool and throw them fish? 
  
My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that. 
 
Police officer talks to a driver: Your tail light is broken, your tires must be 
exchanged and your bumper hangs halfway down. That will be 300 dollars. 
Driver: Alright, go ahead. They want twice as much as that at the garage. 
 

Police officer: “Your car is too heavily overloaded. I simply cannot let you 
continue like that. I‟m going to have to take away your driver‟s license.” 
 
Driver: “You‟re kidding me, right? The license can only weigh one ounce tops!”  
 

What did the judge ask when he went to the dentist?  
-“Do you swear to pull the tooth, the whole tooth and nothing but the tooth?” 
 



Vehicle Control & Skid Avoidance 
 

This was a course, recently attended by several 
members of our group, run by the Lincolnshire Road 
Safety Partnership at RAF Scampton. In just four 
hours we had three theory and three practice sessions 
all of which we found extremely useful and informative. 
The two experienced Instructors wasted no time in 
irrelevant chat but presented the course with humour, 
real examples and participation by us all.  
 
The first session, theory followed immediately by 
practical, covered the main causes of skids, excessive 
speed, harsh braking and/or steering. The emphasis 

was then on an understeer situation so after the theory it was time to experience this for 
real.   
 
For each practical session, there were 3 „students‟ with one Instructor, driving what 
appeared to be a normal Citroen saloon car – not so!  Taking the front passenger seat 
the Instructor had a comprehensive box of tricks which enabled him to simulate many 
different road situations. In addition to the different kinds of skids, we drove on ice, 
packed snow, standing water, with and without driving aids such as ABS (more of that 
later). The whirring and clicking noises from various individual wheels only confirmed 
who was really in control of this car – he who had the magic box! At times, you could 
almost think that however successful you were at regaining control, the Instructor had 
further surprises available.  
 
By rotating around the seating positions, we all had an opportunity to learn from each 
other‟s driving and experience loss of control from different positions within the car. It 
was quite surprising how violent some of the excursions across the tarmac were for a 
rear seat passenger.  
 

Next, we moved on to oversteer 
situations, usually the easier one to 
correct and regain full control. We 
soon learned that whichever type of 
skid we were entering it was essential 
to remove the power (foot off 
accelerator as quickly as possible, but 
no move to the brake pedal).  
 
For the last practical session, we drove 
without ABS. Being asked to approach 
a T junction at 30 mph and stop at the 
STOP line shouldn‟t be difficult – we 
thought. The feeling of braking and 
despite there being full pedal pressure, 
the speed did not reduce and so we 
carried on through the junction and 
checked the grass over the other side 
– a situation which had we been on a 



public road would have been truly frightening. This was followed by the same situation 
again but applying cadence braking and then some steering to the left as we 
approached the STOP line – this still focussed the driver‟s attention as we approached 
the line with far less braking than is normally available – but we did stop.  
 
Then we had another road situation to try ABS – this time trying to avoid a young child 
who insisted on stepping out into the road every time we approached the area. Please 
note: No child was injured in this exercise – however the yellow cone was not so 
fortunate!  So now we could experience the real benefit of ABS, retaining some steering 
whilst braking to avoid a hazard.   

In addition to the above we also learned about 
current tyre technology and, particularly useful, 
the advantages of winter tyres. We discussed the 
safest way to drive in winter conditions – 
beginning with the most important question – „Do 
I actually NEED to drive now?‟ However 
competent we are at driving on ice, snow etc., our 
car is usually safer at home than out helping us to 
demonstrate our skills.  
 

Despite a sudden deterioration in visibility with dense fog arriving in the late morning, so 
much of the airfield disappeared, we all agreed that this had been a day well spent – 
enjoyable, worthwhile and another opportunity to improve our driving skills.   
 
If the course is on offer again in the future we would recommend it to anyone who wants 
to know how to avoid getting into skids, together with the knowledge and experience of 
what to do if it does happen. The course fee being subsidised by the group, for which we 
wish to express our gratitude, is another benefit of being an IAM Group member.   
 
David W Graham 
IAM National Observer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skid Control 
As the recent Car Control Course proved to be so successful if there is anyone 
else who would be interested in taking part at some future date, could they let 
me know and I will try and book one.  We need a minimum of 6 persons to 
make it viable and the cost would be in the region of £50/head towards which 
the Group will offer a subsidy of £25/head. 
 
Ann Barry      annbarry13@gmail.com 

 



Photography Competition Results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Prize 

Stag 
Ian Wildgoose. 

 

Second Prize 
Cinnabar Moth 
David Graham 

 
Third Prize 

Norwegian Church 
Iain Harwood. 

 



The Whitworth Rifle. 
 
As Newsletter Editor for Chesterfield IAM I receive an electronic copy of your Newsletter 
(which, I might add, is much better than the one I produce)!   Anyway, I was interested to 
see that you are moving to the Whitworth Centre in Darley Dale.   We have been there 
on several occasions for concerts and it is a lovely building. 
 
I wonder if your members know of Sir Joseph Whitworth‟s, connection with the American 
Civil War?   Of course, he is well known as a mechanical engineer and toolmaker but he 
also produced the Whitworth Rifle.     Whitworth was commissioned by the War 
Department of the British government to design a replacement for the caliber .577-inch 
Pattern 1853 Enfield, whose shortcomings had been revealed during the  Crimean War 
of 1853-1856.  The Whitworth rifle had a smaller bore of 0.451 inch (11.4554 mm) which 
fired an elongated hexagonal bullet and had a faster rate of twist rifling than the Enfield, 
and its performance during tests in 1859 was superior to the Enfield's in every way. The 
test was reported in The Times on 23 April as a great success. However, the new design 
was found to be four times more expensive to manufacture than the Enfield, so it was 
rejected by the British government. However an unspecified supply of these rifles were 
sold to the US Confederacy during the American Civil War. The soldiers that used these 
rifles were referred to as Whitworth Sharpshooters. They were used by regular 
infantrymen, and were usually used to eliminate Union artillery gun crews.  They had a 
range of 800 – 1000 yards – a lot further than some rifles could manage.    
 

The bullets had a very 
shrill sound and in the 
battle of Spotsylvania 
in 1864 a union 

general berated his troops for „ducking‟ for cover in a ditch when confederates were 
using these Whitworth guns.  He said no gun could reach them from that far away, 
seconds later he fell to the ground with a bullet hole beneath his eye from a Whitworth 
rifle!   Another union general was fatally wounded by a Whitworth gun 1863 at 
Chickamauga Tennessee.  

 
         

Whitworth 
also designed a large rifled breech-loading gun with a 
2.75 inch (69.85 mm) bore, a 12-pound 11-ounce 
(5.75 kg) projectile and a range of about 6 miles (10 km). 
The spirally-grooved projectile was patented in 1855.  This 
was rejected by the British Army but was used in the 

American Civil War. 

Yvonne Stone, Newsletter Editor, Chesterfield IAM 

(In case you are wondering, Bob and I have had an interest in the American Civil War for 
many years and found out about the Whitworth gun by reading books, visiting battlefields 

etc,)    

(Acknowledgement to Wikipedia for technical terms and photographs) 

The Whitworth 
Rifle 

12-pounder Whitworth breech-
loading rifle 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitworth_Sharpshooters


Car fires 
It is extremely rare to witness a car fire and even more unlikely that you will be involved with 
one. There is always an exception;  in fifty years on the road I have driven past one, under 
supervision of the emergency services, and the impact is still with me. Not only was the heat 
immense but the smoke and fumes were beyond description. It would appear that the finishes in 
the car‟s interior produce vast amounts of black acrid smoke with the accompanying toxic 
fumes. This risk from toxic fumes filling your vehicle is very real and the damage to a person‟s 
respiratory system may well be permanent.  
 
If you suspect a fire in your vehicle you need to take prompt 
action as it only takes a few minutes for a fire to develop into 
an uncontrollable raging inferno.  
 
The required action is simple, stop immediately, turn off 
the ignition and get out of the car as quickly as 
possible.  
 
Always get any passengers out of the car before doing 
anything else. Make sure that passengers (especially 
children) and pets are well out of harm's way, especially on 
motorways and other fast roads. 
 
Fires take hold very quickly so don‟t try to unpack your 
belongings, if there is time, grab what you can, otherwise get well away.  
 
Not only are fires rare but modern car design places the fuel tank where it is most unlikely to be 
damaged in all except the worst of accidents. Although petrol tanks are well protected they can 
explode in the heat of a fire. The tyres can also expand and explode throwing off burning debris, 
so keep your distance!  
 
Statistically the main cause of vehicle fire is faulty wiring, frequently a result of poor quality do-it-
yourself electrical repairs or modifications. It is not wise to fit electrical accessories to your 
vehicle unless you are absolutely sure about what you are doing. The cost of a good auto-
electrician will be far less than the problems that come with a car fire.  
 
If the fire is under the bonnet choose a safe place to stop, away from places where the fire 
could spread if the car burns out. Switch off the engine and get out of the car and DO NOT 
OPEN THE BONNET. Opening the bonnet allows air to get to the fire which may make it flare 
up.   
 
Words of caution do not attempt to fight the fire yourself call for assistance. Not only is the heat 
immense and the risk of burns ever present but as stated earlier the fumes are potentially 
deadly. Why do you think the fire fighters wear protective clothing and breathing apparatus?  
 
Other drivers will inevitably be distracted by the activity as the event is highly visible and 
dramatic. „Rubber necking‟ is a very real risk and secondary accidents can easily happen, so 
proceed with extreme caution and get clear of the incident as soon as possible.  
 
A vehicle fire represents one of the most dangerous events you may encounter on the road. If 
you come across a vehicle fire stay well clear. 
 
Eric Elwell Training officer 
Article constructed from professional sources 



Get off my tail! 
How you shake a tailgater depends on whether he or she is of the "passive" or "aggressive" 
variety. As different beasts, they require different approaches.  
 
An aggressive tailgater has the clear intention of passing you at all costs. They will actively drive 
up your rear in a fashion that says "Get out of my way".  
 
To manage this type of character is 
relatively straight forward; simply get out of 
their way, as soon as you can and it‟s safe 
to do so. Let them pass. it‟s that simple. It‟s 
much safer to have them in front of you 
where you can see exactly what they are 
doing. Under no circumstances get drawn 
into a potentially spiralling situation by 
taking any form of a retaliatory action.  
 
A passive tailgater is a different beast entirely. Normally they have no real intention of passing 
you and instead are quite happy for you to take the lead, by simply driving too close. This is 
most likely to be an unconscious choice; they‟re not really concentrating on the task in hand. 
Dealing with passive tailgaters however requires a bit of thought and several solutions present 
themselves.  
 
If you accelerate to open up your safety gap then it is likely you will close on the vehicle in front, 
creating the same situation for the lead car. The tailgater will most likely follow you and if the 
lead car were to suddenly brake you would potentially end up as the unwitting filling in a 
sandwich.  
 
Flashing your brake lights isn‟t going to help either because if you repeatedly brake, the warning 
will start to lose impact. Save this warning for if you need to take urgent action prompting the 
tailgater to slow themselves. 
 
Realistically you are not going to change their driving habits, hence you will need to manage the 
situation proactively. The solution is clear. Generate a greater safety zone between you and the 
vehicle in front, allowing you more time to take action should it be needed. The general rule is to 
add to the gap in front the margin those following have erased. Achieve this by slowing down 
gradually with your foot off the accelerator; this is always the safer alternative. This won‟t 
entirely eliminate the risk of getting rear-ended but at least there‟ll be less damage if you have 
more room to manoeuvre.    
 
Also if the car in font is in turn tailgating, leave an extra gap the reason being if they make 
contact with the car in front of them you will need the extra space to slow yourself.  
 

The action you chose to take will depend on how you perceive the intention of other road users 
hence your experience is paramount in successfully resolving any developing issue.  
Remember we share the road with drivers we don‟t know, whose skill levels we can only 
estimate and they may be fixated with your tailgate.  
 
Eric Elwell Training officer          
Source: - advice from many safety oriented motoring organisations.   



No Hard Shoulder to cry on. 

This article gives further advice on how to stay safe on all lane running 
motorways, from IAM RoadSmart’s head of driving and riding standards Richard 
Gladman. 
 

All lane running motorways use technology to 
actively manage the flow of traffic. Driving on 
them can sometimes be tricky, particularly if you 
are not a regular user. They use technology to 
actively manage the flow of traffic and don‟t 
work effectively if motorway users do not use 
them as they‟re supposed to.  
 
Never enter a motorway if you are short of fuel 
or have any concerns about your car‟s fitness to 
cope with high-speed driving. Most breakdowns 

are totally avoidable and getting help on a motorway is more difficult, more expensive 
and much more dangerous  

 

 If a warning light comes on or the car feels strange leave at the next slip road, 
head for the nearest service area or stop in an emergency refuge. If you have a 
puncture try to keep going until you reach a safe spot   
 

 In a refuge use the emergency phone to alert operators to your problem and to 
summon help. Don‟t rely on your mobile phone as you may not have signal and by 
using the provided phone emergency services will be able to pin-point you exactly.  
 

 Listen carefully to instructions on 
when to leave a refuge area when 
you‟re ready to continue your 
journey. The control centre may set 
the signs behind you to alert traffic 
you are coming out  
 

 If you do break down in the inside 
lane between refuges consider 
leaving the vehicle on the passenger side and take refuge behind the barrier. Put 
your hazard lights on so traffic can move around you  
 

 If you are in a middle running lane, stay in the car and keep your seatbelt on. 
CCTV cameras and sensors should alert the control centre to your predicament 
and help will be on its way. Variable message signs will also alert other drivers to 
a blocked lane ahead, but if you feel unsafe call 999.Never cross the other 
carriageway or let passengers or pets out in a running lane 

Richard said: “You need to be alert on an all lane running motorway but the 
technology is in place to make them as safe and reliable as possible. With more and 
more being installed it is well worth taking the time to get used to their unique signs 
and markings.” 



Too much help - Are we being molly coddled?  
How effective are modern advancements in driving aids in preventing road traffic 
accidents? Whilst most authorities agree that they have had a positive impact on the 
outcome of an accident, others adopt a more cautious approach when considering the 
effect on driver attitudes. 
 

The theory of risk compensation suggests that individuals typically adjust their behaviour 
in response to how they perceive a level of risk. They become more cautious when 
sensing greater threats and less careful if they feel more protected. When considering 
the act of motoring the inbuilt safety features of many modern vehicles may result in a 
lower valued outcome than expected. By way of an example, following the introduction 
of seatbelt legislation, the accompanying reduction in fatalities was astounding. 
However, following the introduction of anti lock brakes, studies indicate that the 
incidences of crashes have not met with the same outcome as seatbelt legislation. The 
rationale is that drivers of vehicles equipped with this technology feel safer and as a 
consequence take more risks.  
 

Complementary to the theory of risk compensation the concept 
of „shared space‟ takes the idea further. The aim is to purposely 
increase the level of perceived risk and uncertainty in the mind 
of the road user. ‘When you don’t exactly know who has the 
right of way you tend to seek eye contact with other road users. 
You automatically reduce your speed and take greater care,’ a 
concept familiar to the advanced motorist. These areas are 
predominately known here in the UK as „Home Zones or Quiet 
Lanes‟. As a result every pedestrian, car, bike motorcycle, horse 
drawn cart and invalid carriage looks out for itself just like 100s 
of years ago when there were no rules of the road.  
 

A well know example is the magic roundabout in Swindon. 
Purposefully, doubt is raised in the mind of the motorist who first 
encounters the system, the result they precede with extreme 
caution.  Experienced users are wary of others who are not sure 
and are exhibiting signs of caution. The result, whilst the 
junction is complex and challenging, a survey in 2006, rated it 
amongst the most feared in the country whilst it is considered never the less to be one of 
the countries safest junctions.   
 

Specifically designed for slower local roads, „shared space‟ can make drivers more 
conscious and slower, one study even implied that this increased alertness lingers even 
after they‟ve left the area. However the schemes by no means work everywhere and it 
may be a step too far to imagine high-volume roads through towns could ever meet the 
criterion.  
 

In the interest of balance it should be noted that the shared space concept is not 
welcomed by all. Particular opponents include those representing the interest of blind, 
partially sighted and deaf citizens. These organisations maintain the only safe option is 
to keep all road users well apart. 
 

As always proceed with caution and remember we share the road with drivers we don‟t 
know, whose skill levels we can only estimate and we must be wary of their EVERY 
move.  
 
Eric Elwell Training officer  

Home Zone Quiet Lane



Mobile Phones whilst Stationary 
Recently the penalties for using a mobile phone whilst driving increased significantly. If 
convicted the driver would receive 6 points and a hefty fine. For new drivers, 6 points 
means they revert to provisional licence holders, and have to retake the test. 
 

The use of a mobile whilst stationary 
in traffic incurs the same penalty. This 
means that a crafty glance at a text 
message whilst at traffic lights could 
earn you 6 points and a fine.  The 
reasoning behind this is that even when 
stationary there is the likelyhood of 
something happening which will require 
your immediate attention. 
 
The only legal, and safe, option is to find 
a safe place to stop, switch the engine 
off, and then use the phone. Avoid 
causing an obstruction, so the best place 
would be off the carriageway.  
 
The phone is a distraction. It is tempting 
to react to it straight away, even when 

driving. With it being high profile at this time, there are more chances of being caught, as 
the Police are mounting roadside checks where spotters are used who then radio to 
officers further along the road, who will stop offenders. 
 
Hands free is a legal option, but I have tried it and it is a serious distraction. Consider 
changing your voicemail announcement to say that if you do not answer, you may be 
driving and will call back when safe to do so. 
 
No call is so important to risk yourself or others. 
 
Also remember, that IAM Surety Insurance company will never again insure you if you 
are convicted of this offence. You would then have to declare you have been refused 
insurance when applying elsewhere. Then it would get expensive. 
 
Bill Storey  
 

Passenger Attitude to Mobile Use 

A shocking film showing the tragic consequences of texting at the wheel has been 
launched by the AA recently. 

And while an accompanying AA survey showed that six in ten passengers would tell a 
driver to stop if they were using a phone, it also showed an alarming 6 per cent - which 
equates to 2 million people - wouldn't intervene if they saw a driver using their phone  in 
a car.  



An AA Populus poll of 23,141 drivers asked how 
passengers would respond to a driver illegally using 
a hand-held mobile.  

Some six out of ten or 59 per cent said they would 
ask them to stop, while half would offer to take the 
call. 

One in eight would take the phone away, while one 
in 12 would refuse ever to get in the car with them 
again. Only 1 per cent would report the driver to the 
police. 

But, an alarming 6 per cent – equivalent to around 2 million passengers – would do 
nothing. 

One per cent of people admitted to „not being bothered' by a driver on their phone. 

More generally, around one in eight young drivers aged 18 to 24 said they find it difficult 
to ignore a message or email alert on their phones while driving. Among drivers of all 
ages, 6 per cent said they find this difficult. 

Passengers are being encouraged by the AA to step in if they are with a driver 
using their phone, or they are putting lives at risk. 

 

 

Other Distractions. 
Emotions. 

To find out what distracts drivers the most, researchers from Virginia Tech Transport 
Institute used in-car video cameras to monitor the motoring habits of more than 3,500 
people across the US and compared it with crash data. They found that more than half 
of motorists engage in some kind of risky behaviour every time they take to the road. 
During the study period there were more than 900 accidents where either people were 
injured or property was damaged.  

Feeling sad, angry or agitated behind the wheel raises the 
risk of an accident by nearly ten times. In contrast, fatigue 
makes a crash three times more likely while picking up a 
mobile increases the risk by six times. 

“It seems our psyche is such that, when 
driving, many find it hard to single task. Being self-disciplined by 
quickly shutting out distractions is critical to staying safe on the 
roads.”  

"All it takes is a moment‟s loss of concentration from reaching for a 
mobile phone, fiddling with a sat-nav or adjusting an in-vehicle device 
to lose control and find yourself involved in a life-changing accident"  
said RAC spokesman Simon Williams  
 



Looking in from the outside. 

 

A PHYSICIST WRITES . . .      (October 2016) 

How often does it happen that you‟re driving along a local road and you see a familiar 
face on the pavement looking in your direction, so you give its owner a wave or perhaps 
a toot on the horn – but you get no equivalent response? Conversely, how many times 
have you been walking along when you saw the lift of a hand from a driver, but you had 
no idea who it was (unless maybe you recognized the car)? 

The explanation for this poor visual communication is, of course, that whereas you can 
see out perfectly clearly from the driving-seat, it‟s much harder for people to see in, 
because the light reflected off the windscreen from sky and surroundings is usually much 
brighter than the light being reflected off you. 

A pedestrian might identify you more easily if he or she was wearing Polaroid 
sunglasses. These use the fact that light reflected off a flat, more or less horizontal 
surface tends to be horizontally polarized (meaning that the „light waves‟ are vibrating 
from side to side instead of in all directions), as shown in the diagram. So the reflected 
light will be partially blocked by the lenses, which only allow vertically polarized light 
through them. 

On second 
thoughts, though, 
you would probably 
have difficulty 
identifying the 
pedestrian, behind 
the sunglasses! But 
the reverse problem 
of seeing the driver 
through the 
windscreen leads 
on to something 
potentially serious 
that happened to 
me a couple of days 

ago: I arrived near home on our local bus (not for the first time or even the hundredth), 
alighted from it and, as usual, strolled along to its rear end intending to wait for it to move 
off, before thinking about checking for traffic in both directions and crossing the road. 

 

Avoiding Ambiguous Signals. 

During the short stroll I saw someone I knew, a locksmith called John, get into his van in 
front of his house a few yards along the road. He then reversed out so as to face me, 
and straightened up to wait behind the bus, but still some way away from it. As the bus 
departed I expected John to move off after it, past me, but he didn‟t. Instead, I saw the 
lift of his hand. I returned the wave, assumed that he was kindly letting me cross the 
road, and started to walk. 



Before I was halfway across (luckily), there was the blare of a horn right beside me. It 
was from another van travelling in the opposite direction, which had been concealed 
from me by the bus. When I did get safely across, John drew level with me, wound down 
his window and explained that he had actually been pointing at the approaching van, 
trying to draw my attention to it. As best as I could, I said thank you very much, and don‟t 
worry about what nearly occurred. 

Later I started to count the different lessons that might usefully be learnt from this narrow 
escape. I could think of half a dozen at least... 

>  Pedestrians first: you may know the rules for crossing the road – but never forget how 
easy it is to be distracted from them, for example when a driver is – or seems to be – 
waving you across. It‟s your responsibility to check for other traffic! 

(Remember too that the direction-indicators on the front of some cars can be hard to 
see, not only after dark against the glare of the headlights but also in daylight because of 
being positioned close to daytime-running lights. And vehicle-owners: are you aware of 
how visible your indicators are, or aren‟t, against the other lights?) 

>  Drivers next: for the same reason of possibly distracting pedestrians, take great care 
in gesturing to them (or flashing other drivers, for that matter) to say that they may cross 
in front of you. Be as sure as you can that there are no other hazards, especially 
approaching traffic, which they might overlook. 

>  Certainly do not try to give any other sort of message with gestures – remember that 
your hands, like the rest of you, are likely to be hard to see behind your windscreen, as I 
explained at the start. 

(I am not at all attempting here to transfer the blame for my near-miss to John, but I 
might not have started crossing the road with such confidence if he had kept his hands 
on the wheel...)  

>  Better, really, never to signal that you are giving way – either with your hands or with 
your lights. Instead, just let the pedestrian or other road-user calmly work out what your 
intention is from the speed (if any) and position of your vehicle, giving them time also to 
take full account of any other traffic.  

>  When you‟re on the move and passing stationary vehicles of any sort (and on 
whichever side of you), be ready for some idiot to step out from behind one! 

>  Watch for opportunities to prevent a possible accident or incident by obstructing it. For 
example, if John had been thinking at a really high level he could have stopped me 
stepping off the kerb by simply rolling his van slowly towards the bus. More generally, 
I‟m reminded of times when I have obstructed a driver who clearly had the intention of 
overtaking me dangerously on a roundabout (on the outside or even the inside), by 
straddling the lanes while going round it. 

I think that‟s enough lecturing for one column! Anyway, I‟m glad to have been extracting 
lessons from a near-accident, instead of from an actual one... 

Peter Soul  Thames Valley Group 



Potholes. 

A new report looking at the state of the nation's tarmac 
has offered a damning verdict on the resources 
required to repair all the potholes currently scattered up 
and down England and Wales' roads. 

Despite claiming that a pothole is repaired every 15 
seconds, the new report said councils are failing to 
contend with the overwhelming backlog of new-found 
craters appearing on routes in their areas. According to 
the Asphalt Industry Alliance, it will take an £11.8 billion investment and 14 years to fill 
all the potholes currently littering UK roads. 

A recent KwikFit report said motorists are having to fork out £684 million a year to have 
their cars fixed after driving through a pothole. And another source states that over the 
past four years councils have settled nearly 19.000 compensation claims. The incidents 
included damaged shock absorbers, broken suspension springs and distorted wheels. 

In a recent government initiative it has been 
announced that Bin Lorries will be fitted with high-
definition cameras to identify defects on roads that 
could become potholes. The cameras will 
automatically identify potential potholes by taking 
images of roads every second on a bin lorry route. 

The bin lorry cameras will be trialled in Thurrock and 
York before potentially being rolled out across the 
country.  

Critics pointed out that there is currently a £14billion potholes backlog that is yet to be 
dealt with and said that the Government should focus on fixing them before identifying 
prospective road defects.  

IAM drivers will of course be less likely to be amongst the claimants because 
they will have avoided the smaller potholes and slowed down to cross the 
bigger ones. 

Car Theft 

There are reports of a gizmo which can interrupt the signal from 
key to car, so that you can walk off from the car, thinking that you 
have locked it when in fact the mechanism has not operated. So, 
particularly in a big car park or e.g. at events like Chatsworth 
Country Fair, it is well worth the trouble of checking the door 

before you leave. 

And finally .... 

From the American State of New Jersey, a bill has been proposed so that those who 
walk carelessly while texting might be punished, not merely by a fine but even a short 
prison sentence. Watchout ambulant texters!! 



Cost of Motoring. 

New proposals would see town halls awarded control over the fining of 'moving traffic 
offences' ie box junction infringements, one way violations, bus lanes etc. 

Authority over the fines would move from the police 
over to money-starved councils should the 
proposals, be approved in the New Year. The 
proposers claim the proposals are aimed at easing 
congestion, giving the power of decision-making to 
those who have the 'best' understanding of the local 
roads. 

London boroughs already have the ability to fine motorists for such offences, but the 
plans would lead to it being rolled out across the country. 

AA president Edmund King commented 'The real problem is that once local authorities 
get the powers and start pulling the cash, they get addicted. 'They get dependent on the 
cash and even when flaws in their traffic management are revealed they have no desire 
to change it as the cash will dry up.' 

Litter Fines 

In a major shake-up of litter laws, England‟s councils are to be given the power to 
impose a £60 fine on drivers if litter is thrown from their car – 
even if their passengers are to blame. 
 
The move to clean up Britain‟s streets is part of a drive to 
deliver a Tory manifesto promise to „leave the natural 
environment of England in a better state than that in which 
we found it.‟ 
 
Surely motorcyclists who have been assaulted by cans, 
cigarette ends etc from passing cars will welcome this news! 

 
 

Uninsured Drivers. 
Under current British laws, protection is given to motorists whose car is damaged by an 
uninsured driver. A body called the Motor Insurers Bureau charges every insurer in the 
country a levy to meet the bill. 
 
The cost, some 256 million last year, or around £10 per driver, is passed on to motorists 
through their premiums. 
 
However if the motorist who is the victim of the crash is also uninsured, they are 
currently exempt from receiving any compensation. 
 
.Despite the added cost, the EU has decreed that a common system should be in place 
across the continent, in which no driver is excluded. The MIB will have to collect extra 
cash to cover the cost of this compensation, to drivers who are uninsured, which will 

again be passed on to UK drivers.   !!*?*!! 



DIARY DATES 
 

Tues  7th Feb Whitworth Centre 7.30pm Training Evening 

Sun 12th Feb Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Thurs 16th Feb St. Thomas Chch Centre 
7.45 Chatsworth Rd 
Chesterfield 

Examiner Evening 

Sun 19th Feb Highfields Matlock 10.0am Guidance 
Tues 7th Marc

h 
Whitworth Centre 7.30pm Quiz 

Sun 12th Marc
h 

Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 19th Marc
h 

Highfields Matlock 10.0am Guidance 

Tues 4th April Whitworth Centre 7.30pm AGM 
Sun 9th April Highfields Matlock 10.0am Guidance 
Sun 17th April No Meeting Easter 
Mon 1st May No Meeting Bank Holiday 
Sun 14th May Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 
Sun 21st May Highfields Matlock 10.0am Guidance 

 
Last date for copy for the April/May Newsletter is Mar 7th for articles, Mar 14th for 

tests, new members etc. 
Articles, letters, clippings etc. for inclusion to Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson St. Mansfield 

NG18 5PN  01623 644047 
katefroggatt@talktalk.net 

 

Air Pump Accuracy. 

We have in previous articles included information on 
the inaccuracy of Petrol Station pumps, but I at least 
had thought of it as a lb or three off, so imagine my 
horror when I used the pump at my local 
supermarket the other week.  
 
Because it was raining and there was a queue, I 
didn‟t check the pressure with my own gauge. 
Noticed on the way home (luckily only ½ mile) that it 
was a really bumpy ride, so checked the pressure 
when I got home, to find to my horror that each tyre 
was 10lbs over pressure.  
 
I then went on to compare the pressure of my gauge with that shown on my 
portable pump, only to find that they were a couple of lbs out of sync with one 
another. 
Is it actually possible to get a meter calibrated to NPL standard or to get one‟s 
own gauge tested locally?        Kate 

mailto:katefroggatt@talktalk.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Meeting Venues 

Outdoor Guidance 
         
 Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park    

Second Sunday in month10.00am 
 Highfields School Matlock. DE4 5NA  Lower car park  
                  Third Sunday in month 10.00am all year 
                  Summer months First Mon in month 7.00pm  
 
Indoor Winter Months October to April 
         The Whitworth Centre, Station Road Darley Dale DE4 2EQ  

         First Tues in month 7.30pm  
 
 

See Diary dates for details or our web site 
www.matlock-iam.webs.com/  
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GROUP COMMITTEE 2016 - 2017 

Group Secretary Bill Storey 01629 812732 
2 Wye Bank, Bakewell, Derbyshire. DE45 1BH 

matlockdhv1@btinternet.com  
Facebook - Matlock IAM      Twitter - MatlockIAM 

 
 

GROUP OFFICERS 

 
Chairman      Kevin Knight 01629 584142   knightowls@btopenworld.com  
Vice Chairman   Kate Froggatt 01623 644047 
Group Secretary  Bill Storey 01629 812732 
Group Treasurer  Ann Barry 01629 540599 
     The Lodge King‟s Hill, Brassington, Matlock DE4 4HA 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Guidance (Matlock  Iain Harwood 01629 55563  mail@minandiain.org.uk  
Guidance (Mbk)   Keith Pearce 01629 57828 
Guidance (Hope)   Kate Froggatt 01623 644047 
Training Officer   Eric Elwell 01629 584575  eric-elwell1@hotmail.co.uk  
Newsletter Distn.  Kevin Knight 
Committee    David Graham, Tony Eyre, Mike Micallef Ian Revill 
Webmaster   Charlie Parkes 

 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson Street, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PN 
01623 644047 katefroggatt@talktalk.net  

 
 

Data Protection Act. 
Details which members have supplied to the Group are held on a database for 
the club‟s own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please 

inform the Secretary, in writing. 
 
 

The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of contributors and do not 
necessarily constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or the Matlock (Derwent and 

Hope Valleys) Group of Advanced Motorists. 
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