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`The Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys)  

Group of Advanced Motorists  
WELCOMES YOU 

 
As the UK‟s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for 

all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our 

roads.  

Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your 

driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment.  Of course, 

safety is always our top concern, but it‟s a fun and exciting experience too!  

 

Membership of our group includes: - 

 One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your 

Advanced Driving Test  

 A copy of the IAM  guide to advanced driving techniques „ 

 How to be a better driver'  

 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner  

 Written assessment of your test performance  

 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test  

 

An open invitation to:-   

Monthly Guidance sessions held on :- 

Sunday mornings, at two venues 

Evening in the summer months  

Second opinions conducted by senior observers 

Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.   

Guest speakers include 

The Highways Agency,  

Crash team investigators  

IAM Examiner 

Group organised events, recent sessions include:- 

Skid pan experience,  

Competitive tests of driving skills 

The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry 

 
For more information visit our websites 

matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk 

Facebook - Matlock IAM    Twitter - MatlockIAM 



 
 

 
 
 

Associate Observer 

John (Gary) Barker Keith Pearce 

Richard Merryfield Geoff Salt 

Richard Warvell Ian Wildgose 

 
Extended Drive Check 

 

Grace Leary 

 
 

 
 

Jim Barry M/C Richard Holden  M/C 

Raab Dykstra-Mccarthy M/C  

 
Chairman’s Ramblings   

 
Welcome to the Summer edition of the newsletter. Due to 
my going on holiday I am doing my ramblings a little early 

and a while before the newsletter goes to print so I apologise 
if I have missed anything topical. 

 
I am pleased to welcome three more bikers as new associates 
to the group and under the guidance of their respective 
observers I am sure it will not be too long before they are test 
ready.  
 

I congratulate Gary Barker who recently passed his bike test with flying colours and thank  
Keith Pearce his observer.   
 

 

IMI National Observer Car 

John Richardson 
 

IMI National Observer M/C 
Martin Harper M/C 

This was incorrectly shows as IMI Local Observer in the last newsletter 
apologies Martin. 

 

Welcome to the group 

Congratulations on passing 

your Test 



Interestingly Gary‟s examiner was Victor Wright who was a member of our Group passing 
his advanced test, and masters  and then becoming an IMI National Bike observer.  Due to 
where he lived Victor subsequently joined the Manchester Group as an observer and is 
now an IAM examiner.  It is good to know that Victor continues to be very actively involved. 
 
Congratulations too to Richard Merryfield and his observer Geoff Salt and to Richard 
Warvell and his observer Ian Wildgoose , both of whom have recently passed their 
motorcycle test. 
 
I also congratulate John Richardson who recently passed his IMI National Car Observer 
assessment.  Hopefully we will soon be able to find John an associate so that he can 
continue to pass on his skills. 
 
I was sorry to hear that Jeff Sterland recently suffered a stroke.  I am sure all members will 
join me in wishing Jeff a speedy recovery. 
 
I was also sorry to hear that recently Walter Hudson has sadly died. Walter along with his 
late wife had been a member of the group for many years and I send his daughter both my 
and the groups condolences. 
 
It was pleasing to see that Grace Leary has come along for another drive check.  
Obviously it would be very indelicate for me to reveal Grace‟s age but it is a testament to 
both her and the group that Grace returns for an assessment of her ability to remain 
mobile. 
 
Whilst we have a a large number of bike associates with all observers being very active, 
unfortunately the same cannot be said for car associates with us being at an all time low. 
Most car observers are understandably frustrated waiting for an associate.  The guidance 
sessions tend to be a gathering of a few observers hoping that an associate may turn up.   
   
Obviously this situation is far from ideal and we desperately need some new car 
associates.  Ann Barry, our treasurer, has recently convinced her son of the benefits of 
doing the advanced course. Just think if each member was able to introduce a new 
associate, even if only10% of members were successful it would be excellent. So please 
do spread the word and remember we can still offer subsidies of up to £50 for young 
drivers under 26.  If anyone has any ideas for publicity and how to recruit please do get in 
touch. 
 

As always I wish you safe driving and be aware at this time of year that a lot of drivers 
are undertaking longer journeys than usual, as they go on their summer holiday. Many 
will be driving for too long a period of time and also whilst tired possibly following a day 
at work.  The car may well be overloaded and possibly have bored and fractious 
children on board. Remember not many of them are advanced drivers who have 
planned their journey, planned stops and have something to keep the children 
entertained during the journey. 
 
So drive safely and enjoy your summer holiday       
 
Kevin J Knight      Group Chairman 



Summer/ Autumn Programme 
 

Evening Guidance. 
There will be two more Evening Guidance opportunities this year, on the first 
Mondays of August and September at Highfield‟s School car park, Lumsdale Site 
starting at 7.0pm 
 
These sessions provide extra opportunities for associates who can‟t make Sundays 
and also for members who may wish to brush up their skills.  
 
IAM Surety insurance brokers have been doing some research which shows that 
after five years from qualifying, members‟ claims start to rise. So do take the 
opportunity to brush up your skills so that your claim doesn‟t arise   
 

Winter Meetings 
 
My Life in the Police.    A series of anecdotes from Bill 

Storey. 
Tuesday 1st October. 7 30pm at the Duke William, Matlock 
 

Training Evening        Observing Skills. 

The wisdom of Bill and othere Senior Observers. 
 
Tuesday 5th November    7.30pm at the Duke William 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years 
to fully work. 
  

 Every time you clean something, you just make something else 
dirty. 
  

 The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims". 
  

 Intentionally losing a game of rock, paper, and scissors is just as 
hard as trying to win. 
 

 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had 
cars. Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses. 
  
  

 The doctors that told Stephen Hawking he had two years 
to live in 1953 are probably dead. 
 



Busy times for the Motorcycle members. 
 
Over the last few months we have had over a dozen new motorcycle associates join our 
Group. This has meant that our small group of Observers have been very busy. Some 
have two or three associates under guidance, but at last some are coming through to test, 
easing the situation a little. 
 
Well done to all the Observers, and to those passing their test. It was nice to see that 
Victor Wright, who used to be an Observer with our Group, is now an Examiner. He has 
tested a few of our associates so far and gives excellent feedback which helps us maintain 
our standards. 

At the last Calver meeting, Victor 
popped along to see us, as did 
Craig Holmes. Craig is an 
associate and also a member of 
the Police UpRight Derbyshire 
scheme, which is promoting Biker 
Down and Advanced Motorcycling. 
We are supporting their work in any 
way we can. 
 
The picture above, shows Victor 
and Craig along with Observers 
and associates at the Calver 
meeting. 

 On Sunday 30th June, several members attended Swains Motorcycle Training Centre 
at Buxton for a motorcycle event. Many 
organisations including UpRight 
Derbyshire, BikerDown, IAM, and 
companies were present. This was the 
first event organised there, and we hope 
not the last. 
 
On Friday 5th July, Andy Statham and I 
attended a Biker Down course at Matlock 
Fire Station. Over 3 hours we were given 
information what to do at the scene of a 
crash. How to protect yourself and any 
casualties. 

 
 We were given some First Aid training, and 
shown how to remove a helmet if necessary. 
Removing a motorcycle helmet is only done if the 
casualty is not breathing and access to give 
resuscitation is urgently needed.  
 
Each person attending was given a very useful 
first aid kit. 



The last hour was spent discussing riding 
techniques, and looking at poor riding 
videos, which are useful to help show 
riders what not to do. Advanced riding 
schemes were promoted.  
 
 
On Sunday 7th July, five Group members 
attended the Classic Motorcycle event at 
Crich Tramway Museum. We gave 
advice and information of the IAM 
courses and the Bikerdown courses to a 
lot of people. We may not see any one 
these people as they came from far and wide. We just hope some of them take up one or 
both of the courses. 

 
In August, 3 Group 
National Motorcycle 
Observers are assisting 
with a large ride out by the 
Women‟s National 
Motorcycle Group, who will 
be staying at Losehill Hall.  
 
The plan is to escort them 
safely to Chatsworth 
House. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would like to thank all 
members who have assisted 
at these events.  
 
Tommy Thorpe has been a 
regular organiser and makes 
sure all equipment and 
leaflets are taken to events, 
and deserves a special 
mention. He is happy to be 
our Public Events Co-
ordinator. 
So a busy time for the 
bikers. We now need some 
car associates to keep our 
car Observers busy. 
 
Bill Storey 



Changing a tyre 

Sometimes the roads we drive on can be unpredictable 
which can lead to a puncture. This could mean cancelling 
our plans and waiting in a safe place for the breakdown 
recovery team. 

But we could soon be on our way if we were able to change 
the tyre ourselves. Richard Gladman, IAM RoadSmart‟s 
head of driving and riding standards, provides some useful 
advice on how to change a tyre.  

 If it is possible, pull off the road to a safe area. If you 
have to stop on a road, place your warning triangle at 
least 45 metres behind your vehicle, but not on 
a motorway. Activate your hazard warning lights to 
warn other traffic. Raising the bonnet or hatchback 
will help other traffic realise you have an issue. If you 
have a passenger, get then to act as spotter and 
warn you of approaching traffic 

 A level hard standing will be best as soft ground will not allow the jack to be used correctly. 
If the ground is not suitable you may need assistance from a professional 

 Locate the jack and wheel brace, it may help if you do this during your weekly vehicle 
checks so you know where it is and how to release it. This is also a good time to locate the 
jacking points and find out how the jack works. Often the kit will have a wheel chock; use 
this on the other axle of the vehicle to assist keep it still 

 Loosen the wheel nuts slightly before you start jacking the car up, the vehicle will be 
unstable after you raise it and you will not be able to get as much leverage. Remember one 
of the nuts is likely to have a lock function and will require the unique key 

 When jacking the vehicle you will need it to be raised high enough to fit the new tyre (this 
will be higher than required to remove the old). Wear gloves when handling the old tyre, if it 
has punctured it is likely to have sharp steel protruding from it 

 Tighten the wheel nuts until the wheel sits squarely on the hub and then lower the jack. 
Further tighten the wheel nuts with the vehicle stable. You will need to get the wheel nuts 
checked for tightness by a professional (when you repair or replace the punctured tyre). If 
fitting a space saver spare, remember the restrictions that imposes i.e. no more than 
50mph (80kph) and should be used to get you to a place of repair - not as a substitute for 
the correct tyre 

 Avoid changing your wheels on the hard shoulder of a motorway. If you have a puncture on 
a motorway, use the emergency phones to contact the motorway control room and they will 
send assistance to protect the area if required. Or arrange for your breakdown recovery 
organisation to assist you 

Richard said: “Punctures are much rarer these days but the risk associated with conducting a tyre 
change has increased with the volume of traffic. Safety has to be your main concern but if you 
cannot get to a safe area to make the change; get the vehicle off the road and call for assistance. 
A vehicle recovery service will have access to professional equipment which will allow a much 
speedier repair to be conducted. If you are in any doubt, call for help.” 



Filtering tips for motorcyclists 

This week‟s tips, provided by IAM RoadSmart‟s head of driving and riding standards, 
Richard Gladman, are all about how to filter through traffic safely on a motorcycle. No 
matter if you‟re a new rider who‟s nervous about filtering, or an experienced motorcyclists, 
it‟s always good to be reminded of the following key tips: 

 Only filter when the surrounding traffic is moving at less than 20mph, and then only 
exceed that speed yourself by 10 to 15mph maximum (if safe and legal to do so) 

  Scan for side turnings and entrances to both sides of the road, and try to keep a car 
door‟s width away from the vehicle you are passing 

 Obey all „keep left‟ bollards and also be aware that temporarily stationary vehicles at 
traffic lights, pedestrian crossings etc. are not classed as parked for the purposes of 
solid white lines, and therefore you cannot cross a solid white line to filter 

 Can you see the driver‟s face through the window or wing mirrors? Does he look like 
he‟s about to pull out? Always look for evidence that the driver has seen you and 
comprehends that you are passing them 

 When filtering to the right side, consider 
using the „stepping stone‟ method. 
Whilst you don‟t actually have to move 
into the spaces, consider which one 
would be suitable 

 

 If you are filtering between lanes, you 
need to look out for other motorcycles 
which could possibly be changing lanes 
or approaching you from the rear 

 Filtering takes a lot of concentration, so 
make sure you take short breaks if 
you‟re travelling for a long period of 
time 

 Ride at a speed that allows you to react to the movement of other road users and 
always have an escape route planned in your head  

 Filtering can sometimes come as a surprise to the person driving behind you, so 
remain courteous by giving a polite wave of the hand to the driver behind 

 Think of the size of the vehicle in front of you. Just because there‟s a gap, it doesn‟t 
mean you should move into it. For examples, HGVs will need more space and time 
to manoeuvre than a car would 

Richard says: “One of the biggest advantages of a motorcycle is the ability to make 
progress through traffic. Despite thoughts to the contrary, it is not illegal and the Highway 
Code references it in a number of areas. Staying safe must be your main priority and 
understanding where planned filtering becomes dangerous overtaking will help with this. 
The best motorcycling advice ever is just because it fits doesn‟t mean you should put it 
there.” 



Dylan (the dog)’s blog on travelling safely in the car 

It‟s now summer and that means lots of trips and weekends away with plenty of new 
adventures.   

I love going to new places with mum and dad. They are avid planners and mum is a 
worrier when it comes to me, so we always have a supply of things in the car. 

Luckily our car has a few secret compartments, and a large area under my bed in the boot 
where all my belongings can go. Here is a list of items that my mum and dad carry: 

 Dog food 
 Bed 
 Doggy first aid kit 
 Large bottle of water kept in a cool cover 
 Travel bowl 
 My drinking bottle 
 Towels (for when I get dirty or go swimming) 
 Treats - I would be quite happy for these to travel with me rather than out of sight! 

But fear not, I know exactly where they are 
 Floating Borlee (my favourite item) 

   
Travelling safely in style 

 
I normally travel in my own area in the boot secured by my harness to a cargo point. But 
sometimes if we take suitcases with us I get to sit on the back seat. If this is the case I am 
secured with a proper doggy seatbelt which clips in just like a hooman seatbelt.   
 
The law states that we pooches must be secure. According to Rule 57 of the Highway 
Code, we four-leggers need to be suitably restrained in a vehicle. This is so we cannot 
distract or cause injury to other occupants or ourselves if the driver needs to stop quickly.  
I weigh 37kg – I‟m quite a large Labrador, not overweight just a big boy. Tthe words „fat‟ 
and „diet‟ are most distressing to a lab so I keep quite fit.  
 
Apparently if mum or dad have to brake hard, even at 30mph, the sheer force of me being 
thrown forward could result in me being catapulted sharply forwards. This could potentially 
cause life-threatening internal injuries and I‟m told the force I would go forward with would 
be more than 100kg. The experts call this a canine cannonball phenomenon.  
For more information from the Highway Code about travelling with pets have a read here. 

It‟s very important that we wear the right things when travelling in the car. I wear my collar 
but never secured by it. This could damage my neck if mum or dad had to brake quickly, 
so I have a harness which is much safer.  

 

https://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/answers/can-you-drive-with-your-dog-in-the-car


Seatbelts and cages  

There are other ways to travel though, as you will see from some of the pictures my friends 
sent me.  These vary from fantastic crash-proof cages and crates travelling in their own 
space in the boot, to simple harnesses and seatbelts.  

For your hoomans, buckling up is now a very natural thing to do but please don‟t try to 
strap yourselves in their seatbelts. Hooman seatbelts are not designed for us pooches and 
could hurt us, using them on some pet carriers is not always wise either.  

Make sure your mum and dad read the instructions carefully, as some of these carriers are 
not structurally able to cope with this. This does not mean your carrier cannot be used, it 
just needs to be positioned in the rear footwell where you will be safer and not run the risk 
of the seatbelt crushing your carrier. 
 

I‟m sure you all know this but no matter what your size, please never travel or try to travel 
on someone‟s lap. Especially in the front where the airbags could deploy and flatten you if 
they were to activate. 

Some estate and 4x4 types have built-in luggage guards, however we are not luggage and 
they are not strong enough for us dogs.  

If travelling in the boot is where you‟re best suited, it‟s easy to get a guard for the car. Get 
mum or dad to look on the vehicle manufacturer or any number of aftermarket specialist 
websites for the right one for your vehicle. This will divide the boot from the rest of the car 
but still enable you to feel like you're with the family. 
 
Wind in your fur! How to stay safe in the car 
Now, I know it‟s great fun to put your head out of the window and feel the wind in your fur, 
but we should really try to not do this. It can be dangerous for us and a distraction for other 
drivers. If it‟s too dangerous for two-legged children to do this, we shouldn‟t be allowed to 
do this either.  
 
If you are one of the unlucky ones who don‟t like to travel and suffer from travel sickness, 
make sure you try to avoid eating before you travel and try to go for a walk before the 
journey. 

Continued over 
 



Stops and breaks during your journey 

One of the main issues when we are travelling long distances is not knowing when and 
where to stop for me to stretch my legs, and other things we won‟t mention! But it‟s not just 
us four-leggers that should take a break from traveling, it‟s recommended that the driver 
has a break every two hours.  

Finding the best place to stop can be tricky, but mum uses this website called Driving with 
dogs which has plenty of tried and tested places to stop.  

Finally, please remember to never ever stay in a car on your own. It only takes a few 
minutes for the temperature to rise inside and that can be fatal for us - the sun does not 
have to be out fully either so always stay safe. 

Hope you all have a wooflingly good time out and about this summer. Please let me know 
if you find some excellent places to visit, and let us see your favourite photos of you 
enjoying your days out in the car. 

By IAM RoadSmart dog ambassador, Dylan Ashton 

Dylan Ashton aka Dilly Dog 

Roads to Ruin. 
The Road Safety Foundation has recently 
published an audit of A roads and motorways 
across Britain which has warned that over 10 
per cent of these roads are judged to be 
“unacceptably high risk”. 
 
Anyone travelling these routes is almost 40 
times as likely to be involved in a fatal or serious 
crash as on roads deemed to be “safe roads”. 
 
Most of the dangerous roads are local routes in 
England, overseen by Town Halls. Users are 

more than four times as likely to be in a serious or fatal crash than travellers on motorways 
and A roads cared for by Highways England. 
 
All ten of Britain‟s most perilous rural roads are single 
carriageways where drivers are at risk from 
dangerous overtaking and head-on collisions. 
 
The most perilous, is a seven and a half mile stretch 
of the A5004, running through the Peak district (Long 
Hill, from Buxton to Whaley Bridge). 
 
There were 16 fatal and serous crashes on this road, 
between 2012 and 2017. More than half of the 
crashes involved motorcycles. 
 
The report did not analyse what made the roads dangerous!!! 
 

https://www.drivingwithdogs.co.uk/
https://www.drivingwithdogs.co.uk/


Public Transport 

Back in the 60's for those 
that can remember it public 
transport was king as 
ownership of private cars 
was still really in its 
infancy. The government at 
the time introduced a 
scheme where bus 
companies could purchase 
new vehicles for public 
transport only and received 
a 50% reduction of the 
price. The result was a 
mass introduction of new 
vehicles (of course) and 
more frequent services. 
This scheme lasted for ten 
years until being withdrawn 
costing I am sure the 

government a lot of money. 
 
My idea is simple really, why doesn't the government divert a lot of the money it spends or 
intends to spend on new infrastructure roads which only get clogged up after a few months 
and the cry goes out for more new roads, 
 
But force the bus companies who are crying that customer numbers are receding to buy 
new vehicles, put on more frequent services especially at peak times but also make sure 
outlying villages have frequent and more services all day and not the two a day they have 
now, also reduce fares to make travelling by public transport more appealing to the public . 
This also applies to rail as well as roads. Cities would benefit from this plan as there would 
not be the long delays due to congestion and would make it safer for pedestrians.  
 
I can remember travelling into Nottingham from Jacksdale 
walking from Mount Street bus station to the Market Square to 
catch a bus to College and never once being late because of 
traffic delays. To pay for this use the money diverted from 
infrastructure and road improvement plans into this idea.  
 
We at the IAM strive to make our roads safer for all not just 
drivers so what better way than to try and take a lot of cars off 
the road making life much more easier for everyone. I am not 
advocating that people should not own a car but to use public 
transport instead of clogging up our roads at peak times and 
negate the need for more roads and reduce our carbon foot 
print as new buses etc are now electric powered. 
 
That is an issue I would like to discuss later. 
 
Ian Revill Vice Chairman 



New Measures to cut road Deaths. 
 

Motorists caught not wearing a seatbelt could be given penalty 
points on their licence under measures to cut road deaths. 
The proposals also include in-car breathalysers for known 
drink-drivers, which will not let a vehicle start if they are over the 
limit. 
 
And graduated licences – banning young drivers from the road 
at night or from taking passengers under a certain age – are 
part of the Department for Transport plans announced today. 
Currently, motorists caught not wearing a seatbelt can be hit by 
an on-the-spot fine of £100, which will not lead to penalty points 
or affect their insurance premium. But raising penalties for this 
group is being considered as one of 74 actions to improve road 
safety. 
 

In 2017, more than a quarter of car deaths involved people not wearing a seatbelt. A public 
consultation could take place later this year but any plans would not come into effect until 
2020 at the earliest. Road safety minister Michael Ellis said: „Far too many people are not 
wearing a seatbelt, needlessly putting lives at risk.‟ 
 
The Department for Transport is considering the recommendations made by the 
Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety on seatbelt use. In April, a survey 
found seven in ten drivers support giving those who shun seatbelts penalty points. 
 
Plans for „alcolocks‟ may prove more controversial. 
The breathalyser-type devices could be connected 
to the ignition of convicted drink-drivers‟ cars as 
part of their sentence. The motorist would blow into 
the device and, if they are over the alcohol limit, the 
car would fail to start. The Parliamentary Advisory 
Council has been given £50,000 to explore drink 
driving trends and how best to curb them, with the 
results due out next year. 
 
It will also look at a scheme to ban young drivers from certain practices until they have 
gained more experience. The „graduated licence‟ could feature restrictions on driving at 
night or with passengers under a certain age. It may also bar licence holders – who would 
most likely be under 25 – from driving cars with engines above a certain size. 
 
The DfT did not reveal how long the measures would be in place after a driver has passed 
their test. Under current rules, new drivers have their licences revoked if they rack up six 
penalty points within the first two years. 
 
AA president Edmund King OBE said: „We believe penalties for not wearing seatbelts 
should be toughened up as soon as possible, including higher fines and more penalty 
points. 
(IAM produced a critique of these proposals after this article was complete. Look on the 
website for their opinions!) 



Hands-free phone chats at the wheel are as risky as 
driving while holding your mobile 

 

A hands-free phone conversation 
while driving is just as dangerous 
as chatting while holding your 
phone, MPs were told recently.. 

Experts also said using a hands-
free kit is as risky – if not more so – 
than driving at the legal alcohol 
limit. 

In March 2017, the Government 
doubled the punishment for using a 

hand-held phone at the wheel to six penalty points and a £200 fine.  

A hands-free phone conversation while driving is just as dangerous as chatting while 
holding your phone, MPs were told yesterday (stock image) 

In March 2017, the Government doubled the punishment for using a hand-held phone at 
the wheel to six penalty points and a 
£200 fine (stock image) 

But Dr Shaun Helman, of the 
Transport Research Laboratory, said 
it should be extended to the use of 
hands-free devices. 

He told the Commons transport 
committee that hands-free 
conversations are just as 
distracting.  

This was echoed by Open 
University‟s Dr Gemma Briggs, who 
said a conversation with a 
passenger is less dangerous than 
talking to someone on a hands-free 
device. 

 

She explained: ‘This is because you create mental images of where they are, what 
they’re discussing, what they’re up to, and the mental resources required to create 
those mental images are also required for accurate perception of that driving 
situation.’  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/alcohol/index.html


Councils warn motorists over buying lethal used tyres 
after investigation reveals almost HALF are unsafe 

 Local Government Association conducted investigation into part-worn tyre 
sales 

 It found that 45% of rubber it reviewed was deemed unsafe and not fit for sale 
 Stats for 2017 show that tyre defects contributed to 17 deaths on the road 
 A further 147 individuals were seriously injured due to dangerous tyres that 

year  

Drivers are likely to be putting 
themselves and others at unnecessary 
risk if they're buying cheap second-hand 
tyres for their cars, a new council 
investigation has revealed. 

An investigation carried out by 10 
councils across Yorkshire and the 
Humber under the guidance of the Local 
Government Association (LGA) found 
that nearly half (45 per cent) of 29 used 
tyres examined were unsafe.  

Department for Transport figures show that 17 people were killed and a further 147 were 
seriously injured during 2017 in accidents on Britain's roads in which a tyre defect was a 
contributory factor. 

Running the risk: Councils have warned drivers about the dangers of buying part-worn 
tyres after finding that almost half it examined were potentially lethal  

LGA's new report found examples of tyres being sold with serious safety defects, unsafe 
repairs and incorrect labelling - all of which can make vehicles lethal.  

It also highlighted examples of tyres with exposed cords – due to being worn down too 
much – and some that were so old that they had become dangerous.  

Trading standards officers from East Riding of Yorkshire Council seized two used tyres 
from a garage that had degraded due to their age. Both tyres not only had exposed cords 
but one was estimated to be around 28 years old and therefore well past its use-by date. 

The organisation which represents councils in England and Wales urged drivers buying 
second-hand tyres to check they are in good condition and have the required 'part-worn' 
marking. 

Concerns over second-hand rubber is already rife following recent investigations by 
Trading Standards and safety group Tyre Safe.They found that 99 per cent of part-worn 
tyre retailers were selling dangerous products in a report issued in December. 

Of the 129 tyres Trading Standards inspected, 75 per cent were deemed unsafe and far 
from fit for use. And almost all the remaining samples were considered dangerous, the 
report said.LGA's report found examples of tyres being sold with serious safety defects, 
unsafe repairs and incorrect labelling. Councils are already starting to crackdown on 
retailers.  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-6513285/99-worn-tyre-retailers-selling-illegal-dangerous-rubber-drivers.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-6513285/99-worn-tyre-retailers-selling-illegal-dangerous-rubber-drivers.html


Used tyres might be cheaper but they're risky choice 
considering they are the only part of the vehicle in 
contact with the road 

Simon Blackburn, chairman of the LGA's Safer and 
Stronger Communities Board, said: 'Dangerous part-
worn tyres are putting motorists' lives at risk and 
blatant, inexcusable breaches of the law are 
happening with shocking prevalence in some areas. 

'Cheap used tyres might be tempting to buy but if they 
don't have the correct legal markings, motorists could unknowingly buy illegal tyres which 
could contribute to a major accident. 

'Motorists buying used tyres should go to a reputable trader and check they have 'part-
worn' stamped on them as without this mark, they are unlikely to have been checked and 
the retailer is breaking the law. 

'They should also look out for any cracks, tears, lumps and check the state of the thread 
before buying.' 

Drivers buying second-hand tyres have been urged to 
check they are in good condition and correctly labelled 

RAC patrol of the year Ben Aldous said: 'It doesn't 
matter how new or well-maintained the rest of a car is, 
if its tyres are in poor condition drivers leave 
themselves open to losing grip on the road, and all the 
horrible consequences that could bring. 

'Every year we attend hundreds of thousands of 
breakdowns where drivers' tyres have failed them. 
While these might sometimes be unavoidable, such as after hitting a pothole, there are far 
too many times when breakdowns are caused by tyres that are badly worn. 

'We strongly advise drivers to check the tread and pressure of their tyres at least once a 
fortnight, and before any longer journey, to ensure they are in in tip-top condition.' 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Universal Laws. 
15. Law of Physical Appearance –  
If the clothes fit, they're ugly. 
 
16.Law of Public Speaking – 
A CLOSED MOUTH GATHERS NO FEET! 
 
17.Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy- As soon as you find a product that you 
really like, they will stop making it OR the store will stop selling it! 
 
18.Doctors' Law – 
If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you get 
there, you'll feel better. But don't make an appointment and you'll stay sick. 
 
 
 



 

DIARY DATES 

 
Mon 5th Aug Highfields Matlock 7.00pm Evening Guidance 

Sun 11th Aug Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 18th Aug Highfields Matlock 10am Guidance 

Mon 2nd Sept Highfields Matlock 7.00pm Evening Guidance 

Sun 8th Sept Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 15th Sept Highfields Matlock 10am Guidance 

Tues 1st Oct Duke William  7.30pm My Life in the Police 

Sun 13th Oct Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 20th Oct Highfields Matlock 10am Guidance 

Tues 5th Nov Duke William  7.30pm Observing Skills 

Sun 10th Nov  No Meeting 
Remembrance Day 

Sun  Nov Highfields Matlock 10am Guidance 

 

 
Last date for copy for the Oct/Nov Newsletter is Sept 7th for articles, Sept 14th for 

tests, new members etc. 
Articles, letters, clippings etc. for inclusion to Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson St. Mansfield 

NG18 5PN  01623 644047 
katefroggatt@talktalk.net 

 

 

mailto:katefroggatt@talktalk.net


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Venues 

 
Outdoor Guidance 

 
Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park 

Second Sunday in month10.00am 

 
Highfields School Matlock (Lumsdale). DE4 5NA  Lower car park 

Third Sunday in month 10.00am All Year 
Summer months (May-September)  First Monday in month 7.00pm 

 

Indoor Winter Months 

(October-April) 

 
Duke William. 91 Church Street Matlock  DE4 3BZ 

First Tues in month 7.30pm 

 
See Diary dates for details or our web site 

 
https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/ 
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GROUP COMMITTEE 2019 - 2020 

Group Secretary Bill Storey 01629 812732 

2 Wye Bank, Bakewell, Derbyshire. DE45 1BH 

matlockdhv1@btinternet.com  

 
GROUP OFFICERS 

 

Chairman      Kevin Knight 01629 584142  knightowls@btopenworld.com  
Vice Chairman      Ian Revill 01629 593684 

Group Secretary   Bill Storey 01629 812732 

Group Treasurer   Ann Barry 01629 540599 

     The Lodge King‟s Hill, Brassington, Matlock DE4 4HA 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Guidance (Matlock  Iain Harwood 01629 55563 mail@minandiain.org.uk  
Guidance (Mbk)   Keith Pearce 01629 57828 

Guidance (Hope)   Kate Froggatt 01623 644047 

Training Officer (Mbk) Geoff Salt 07977 726529  gsalt100@btopenworld.com         
Newsletter Distn.  Kevin Knight 
Committee    David Graham, Norman Hill, Mike Micallef. Keith Seaton.  
Web Designer    Emma Harper 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson Street, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PN 

01623 644047 katefroggatt@talktalk.net  

 
Data Protection Act. 

Details which members have supplied to the Group are held on a database for 
the club‟s own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please 

inform the Secretary, in writing. 
 

The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of contributors and do not necessarily 
constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or the Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys) 

Group of Advanced Motorists.  
 
 
 

Registered Charity N0. 1060033 IAM Group No. 4191 

 
Printed by Greenaway Workshop, Greenaway Lane, Matlock DE4 2QB 

Tel: 01629 734089 
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