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`The Derwent and Hope Valleys  
Group of Advanced Motorists  

WELCOMES YOU 
 
As the UK‟s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for 

all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our 

roads.  

Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your 

driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment.  Of course, 

safety is always our top concern, but it‟s a fun and exciting experience too!  

 

Membership of our group includes: - 

 One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your 

Advanced Driving Test  

 A copy of the IAM  guide to advanced driving techniques „ 

 How to be a better driver'  

 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner  

 Written assessment of your test performance  

 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test  

 

An open invitation to:-   

Monthly Guidance sessions held on :- 

Sunday mornings, at two venues 

Evening in the summer months  

Second opinions conducted by senior observers 

Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.   

Guest speakers include 

The Highways Agency,  

Crash team investigators  

IAM Examiner 

Group organised events, recent sessions include:- 

Skid pan experience,  

Competitive tests of driving skills 

The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry 

 
For more information visit our websites 

matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk 

Facebook - Matlock IAM    Twitter - MatlockIAM 
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Welcome to the group 

Congratulations on passing 

your test 

Gary Barker M/C 
with his observer 

Keith Pearce, 
receives his 

certificate from 
Kevin. 

Apologies for delay 
in including this!! 



 
Important changes to our Group 

 
At our last committee meeting, we decided to introduce a few changes which we hope will 
improve how we operate. 
 

1. We are moving the Matlock Sunday Guidance to McDonald‟s car park on Bakewell 

Road in Matlock. This will be in the right hand side, in what was the car wash. We do 

not have it to ourselves, but it‟s a good spot for us to be seen. It also means we can 

go into the building for a drink, and to sit and chat to each other. 

The down side is that parking time is limited to 90 minutes before a penalty notice is 
issued. There are cameras on the entrances. To overcome this, if anyone should get 
towards that time, we just let them know on the till and they can stop it happening. 

This will start from the January 2020 meeting 

 

2. We are stopping the summer evening guidance meetings on the first Monday. In 

their place we are going to meet at The Duke William pub on the first Tuesday of 

every month. We may not have speakers or planned events every month, but it 

gives us chance to meet socially, and have rides out and drive checks. There is 

somewhere to go if it‟s bad weather and refreshments are available. None of this 

was available on the school car park, and attendance has been very poor for a long 

time. This will start in May 2020. 

 

3. We have also decided to change the Group name. Don‟t panic! We are simply going 

back to our original name. Derwent and Hope Valleys Group.  We resisted the 

introduction of the town name, Matlock, years ago, but were forced to do it. We have 

seen a steady decline in membership in the north of our area, as people see Matlock 

and do not associate us as being local to say the Hope Valley. 

Derwent Valley is a recognised area, and is a World Heritage Site. Hope Valley is an 
equally recognised area, known by all locals. We hope this will make us more 
attractive to local people across the areas we cover. It is based also on Post Codes, 
and we fight to get the correct ones assigned to us. 

The change over involves changing quite a few things, such as with the Charity 
Commission, website, publicity items, etc. We will work our way though these, but it 
may take a few weeks.  

 

We believe all these are positive things and will benefit the Group. 

Bill Storey 

Group Secretary. 



Group Assessment Report 
 

At our last committee meeting, we were joined by our Regional Quality Assurance 
Manager, Peter Serhatlic. Several months ago we completed a group survey for the IAM, 
listing what we did and how we ran the Group. Peter came to complete the process. He has 
since completed a report which shows us as a GOOD Group, in all areas, but one, and that 
is the management section, where we scored as SATISFACTORY. Here is that section of 
his report. 
 

The Group is well managed by the Committee and this is not in doubt. However, and 
this is not a criticism of individuals or their achievements, but the three officers‟ have 
all been in post in excess of 10 years, and the Secretary holds two important 
positions, Secretary and Chief Observer. 
 
The Group accepts the need to succession plan and mentors other members to the 
role. I got the feeling of reluctance to part with responsibility. 
 
The Secretary has a written role profile for the job he does, but that does not 
account for his affinity to the role and his methods of working. 
 
To ensure seamless continuity the three Officers need to actively start to mentor 
suitable group members to the role, and the Secretary needs to relinquish one of the 
two roles he currently occupies. This is a difficult decision to take, but they are 
important roles and the group does not have to be in a position of wanting should 
unforeseen circumstances arise. 
 

Similarly the Group needs to ensure continuity within the Observer structure to maintain 
service delivery. 
 
 

The 3 roles are – Chairman, Group Secretary / Chief Observer, and Treasurer. 
 
I will concentrate on my role as Secretary / Chief Observer, but I also organize events and 
do Publicity and am Group Contact, so 5 jobs really. 
 
The Secretary‟s role is nothing like it was when I first started. Everything was received by 
post and telephone. Circulating memos etc was a chore. With the advent of emails, the 
workload has more than halved as a press of a few buttons and it is done. That role does 
not require the holder to be an Observer, so can be done quite easily from a computer at 
home and only takes a few minutes a week. There is the annual Charity Commission 
return to complete, which took me 30 minutes this year as there were a couple of 
committee changes. It‟s not difficult, but it is the link between IAM and the Group.  
If anyone wants to take on the role, I am more than happy to „train‟ them before next years 
AGM. It would take a little pressure off me, and more importantly, satisfy the IAM. 
 
Anyone willing to learn more about the Treasurers role and that of Chairman, can speak to 
Ann Barry and Kevin Knight. We are going over to online banking very soon, so this should 
streamline the Treasurers role somewhat. Ann does a great job, but it would be nice to 
have someone available to step in if the need ever arose. 
 
The main thrust of that part of the report was to have a backup plan. We have started. 
Bill Storey 



SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020 

These are due before 31 December and you will note that we have again kept it at 
incredible value for money at £10.00!!  
 
 Please remember to fill in the subs form as well, as this does help me with the 
records.  Those of you who joined after Sept 1 do not need to renew. 
Ann         (Address on back cover) 

 

Chairman’s Ramblings   
 

It is hard to believe but we are coming to the end of 2019 and 
2020 is rapidly approaching.  Accordingly it is time for the final 
newsletter of 2019. 
 
Firstly the main news, which has been comprehensively 
covered by Bill Storey earlier in the newsletter, is that at a 
recent committee meeting we discussed ways of promoting the 
group and increasing membership etc. It was agreed to revert 
to the original name of the group of Derwent and Hope Valleys 
to reflect the area we cover. The title of Matlock was forced on 

us some years ago by the IAM. The other things are to move the Matlock guidance 
sessions to the more visible McDonald's car park and I thank the management for 
agreeing to this. The other change is to standardise the evening meetings to the first 
Tuesday of the month at The Duke William throughout the year. I trust you will all agree 
with these positive decisions. 
 
In September Bill organised a publicity event in Bakewell and I thank Bill and all those 
members who assisted on the day and particularly Tommy Thorpe who ensured we all had 
tea and coffee and also mince pies. At the event we carried out 10 assessment drives. 
Congratulations to Lindsay Allison who gained the highest number of correct answers in 
the Highway Code quiz.  The event generated quite a lot of interest and certainly raised the 
group‟s profile and it is planned to hold some more events next year at different towns. 
 
I send my congratulations to those associates who have passed their advanced test over 
the last two months and thank their dedicated observers. I was particularly pleased to hear 
that Derek Brock has recently passed his test. Derek has been a member for many years 
but never took his test. He recently contacted the IAM and booked a test. He had one run 
out with Bill and passed with flying colours. Obviously Derek has been continuing to ride to 
advanced standard over the years. 
 
I also welcome back and congratulate Bob Armstrong who recently qualified as an IMI 
Local Car Observer. 
 
I welcome the new associates to the group and am sure that under the guidance of our 
qualified observers they will find preparing for the advanced test both an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience. 
 
We have had two interesting talks for our winter programme, both provided by Bill. The 
season started with a very interesting talk on some of Bill‟s experiences as a serving police 
officer. Unfortunately I missed this as I was away on holiday. Then in November Bill hosted 
a training evening. The presentation was greatly enhanced with some of Eric Elwell's 
legendary PowerPoints. (Sadly gone but most certainly not forgotten) 
 



Well done to Nick Stephens who is the winner of this year‟s George Smith Challenge. 
 
Hopefully we will have a good turnout for our next evening meeting on Tuesday 3 
December when we will once again be holding the photo competition which usually turns 
out to be an interesting and fun event. 
 
Subscription renewal forms were included with the last newsletter and also with this one.  
The inclusion of a form does not imply that you have not already renewed.  I would remind 
anyone who has not renewed their subscription yet that they are due by 31 December.  It 
is particularly important that observers have renewed by this date otherwise they will not 
be covered by the group insurance policy.  Also do not let this be your last newsletter! 
 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2020 and as always drive 
safely.                                                                             Kevin J Knight   Group Chairman 

 

Winter Meetings 
Photo competition 
Tuesday 3rd December, at 7.30pm at the Duke William. 
The format will be as in previous years. So, members can submit a maximum of 3 photos, 
taken in the last 12 months, any theme, any size, which other members will view. 
 
 Bill now prefers that these be emailed or brought along on a memory stick so that 
they can be displayed on the computer. 
 
The member gives a brief explanation of when and where the picture was taken. Members 
then vote for their 3 favourites 1st, 2nd and 3rd, and the picture with the most votes 
wins. There will of course, be the usual unbelievable prizes, not to mention the great 

honour of having the winning entry displayed in the next newsletter   

 
Friends and family are welcome to come along and join in this one, as are members from 
nearby IAM groups – the more the merrier. 
 

Blood Bikes. 
Tues 7th Jan 2020    7.30 at the Duke William. 
Mark Vallis will be giving us all the info and please have 
your wallet handy for a donation! 
 
 

Coal Mining 
Tues 4th Feb  7.30 at the Duke William 

Ian Revill will be giving an illustrated talk, which 
will last about an hour. It will give a brief history 
of coal mining in the East Midlands and Ian‟s  
role in it joining the NCB in 1969. 
Friends, family and local IAM groups welcome 
to both of the above events. 



George Smith Challenge 2019 
 
There were only 5 entries received for this quiz. One question (8) was found to be wrong 
just after publication, so has been disregarded. There were 4 people with 29 correct 
answers, and their names were put in a small hat and  

the Winner was NICK STEPHENS. 

The remainder know who they are, so well done, and thank you for taking part. 
The trophy will be awarded to Nick at our December meeting if he can make it. 
Bill 

Answers 
1 English winger (6 - 6)  AUSTIN HEALEY         2 Rural dance (6) MORRIS 
3 007 (4) BOND                                                  4 Peoples car (10) VOLKSWAGEN 
5 Senior pupil (7) PREFECT                              6 Foxy female (5) VIXEN 
7 109 (13) MESSERSCHMITT                                8 South American Seaman? (4) POLO 
– BUT THE QUESTION IS INCORRECT SO NOT COUNTED 
9 Boat park (6) MARINA                                    10 Enjoys the chase (6) HUNTER 
11 River crossing (4) FORD                             12 London Borough (11) WESTMINSTER  
13 By way of five within (4) VIVA                     14 Crown, Orb and I (7) SCEPTRE 
15 Looted - destroyed (6) TOLEDO                 16 The Queens coin (9) SOVEREIGN 
17 Spanish rugged heights (6) SIERRA           18 American River (6) HUDSON 
19 East England TV region (6) ANGLIA           20 Lean differently (4) ELAN 
21 In a brisk and lively way (7) ALLEGRO        22 Wandering one (5) ROVER 
23 Freeman (6) MORGAN                                24 American President (7) LINCOLN 
25 Used for leathering (7) CHAMOIS               26 London Bridge (8) VAUXHALL 
27 Gentle breeze (6) ZEPHYR                         28 Karaoke, saloon, opera (6) SINGER   
29 Continental carnival (6) FIESTA      30 Winged dragon with a barbed tail (6) WYVERN 

 
 

Public Driving Event, Bakewell. 
On Saturday 19th October we held a public event in Bakewell in an attempt to get more car 
associates for the group. We had the use of a car park off Matlock Street, which was the closest to 
the town centre that was available. It wasn‟t ideal, but at least we had room for the gazebo and 
some parking. 
 
The event had been publicised in the Press, on Social Media and posters. Eight people booked in 
for a free assessment drive, and a few more turned up on the day. Several Observers helped by 
taking people out and giving advice. As a result 2 people signed up for an extended drive check, 
one person has signed up for the full course, with another very interested in doing so. A quiz was 
run during the day on the highway code. The winner has joined the Group and will start her course 
soon. 
 
Some old friends of the Group also turned up. Brian and Rita Lomas, Shirley Norton and Margaret 
Marshall, all went out for a refresher drive. 
 
We learned a lot from this first event, and hope to develop it in other towns and areas over the 
next few years. It is a way of spreading the Group name and what we have to offer. However, 
word of mouth is still an important means of doing this, so please spread the word. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who helped and attended on the day, and especially Tommy for 
getting there early and setting everything up. He even had the kettle boiling for us. 
 
Bill Storey 

 



Winter Hazards. 

The 10 biggest winter driving myths revealed: 

Insurer Aviva has given guidelines on all the insurance-related matters. 

1. Leaving your car's engine running to warm the interior on a cold 
morning invalidates the insurance if the vehicle is stolen 
 
TRUE 
 

Of course it is. Most insurers have a 'keys 
exclusion' clause written into the small print, Aviva 
explained. This says that if your car is stolen while 
you left it unattended with the engine running, you 
won't be covered.  
 

2. You can get a fine if you're caught leaving your engine running to 
defrost the windscreen 
 
TRUE (BUT HIGHLY UNLIKELY) 
 

Leaving the engine running on a vehicle parked on the public road also breaks 123 of the 
Highway Code and is an offence under regulations 98 and 107 of the Road Vehicles 
(Constructions and Use) Regulations 1986 - and is punishable by £20 fine.  
Refuse to turn the engine off and the penalty charge doubles to £40.  
However, the chances of this happening are extremely slim, as a This is Money 
investigation uncovered earlier this year.   
 
Our Freedom of Information request to police forces around the country revealed just 494 
fines had been handed out since 2015 for breaches of Section 42. 
Many of them won't even be for de-icing a car outside the owner's home - more likely 
drivers caught with engines running in 'no-idling' zones in built-up areas and outside 
school. 
It's not illegal to drive in wellington boots, but you should make sure you have full control of 
the car in them. It's unlikely you'll ever be stopped by police to scrutinise your footwear  
 

3. It's illegal to drive in wellies 
 
FALSE 
 

According to a recent Aviva survey of motorists, 13 per cent have, at some time, driven in 
wellington boots.   
 
Rule 97 in the Highway Code states that motorists should ensure 'clothing and footwear do 
not prevent you using the controls in the correct manner'. That means it is not illegal to 
wear wellies at the wheel but it's up to motorists to ensure their footwear is suitable and 
they can display that they have full control of the car at all times. 
And the chances of the police pulling you over to inspect what's on your feet is pretty much 
null.  
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-6755399/Police-fine-fewer-500-drivers-4-YEARS-leaving-engines-running.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-6755399/Police-fine-fewer-500-drivers-4-YEARS-leaving-engines-running.html


4. It's not your fault if you crash on ice and insurers will always pay out 
 
FALSE 
 

Ultimately drivers are responsible for their actions behind the wheel, so motorists could find 
themselves with an 'at fault' claim if they lose control on the ice, even if there is no-one 
else involved.  If another driver is involved, any fault will depend on the circumstances of 
the incident.  
 
Stopping distances could be up to 10 times longer on ice than under dry conditions, so 
extreme care is required.  
 

5. You invalidate your car insurance if you've had winter tyres fitted 
 
IT DEPENDS WHO YOU'RE INSURED WITH 
 
Most major providers have signed up to the ABI's Winter Tyres Motor Insurance Commitment, but 
you need to check if yours has 
Winter tyres are a fairly recent phenomenon. They're better in the 
colder months because the rubber operates more effectively in 
conditions below 7 degrees and have tread patterns that shift surface 
water quicker. However, fitting them can be categorised as a 
modification, which means it should be declared to an insurer and 
usually pay an additional premium. 
However, the major providers in the UK have all signed up to the 
Association of British Insurers Winter Tyres Motor Insurance 
Commitment, which means they don't have to tell their insurer 
because the tyres are deemed safer at this time of year.  
However, there are still a small number of insurers that haven't signed 
up to the ABI's commitment. If you have cover with one of these, you 
will need to tell them that you intend to use winter tyres.  
 

6. It is illegal not to carry an emergency kit in the boot of your car in 

winter  
 
FALSE  
 
There is absolutely no requirement for UK drivers to have an emergency kit of any sort, not matter 
what the weather. However, it's a pretty good idea to have one, especially when it snows.  
The Highway Code suggests to take a de-icer and ice scraper, torch, warm clothing and boots, 
first aid kit, jump leads and a shovel, together with a warm drink and emergency food in case you 
get stuck or your vehicle breaks down.  A phone charger is also a wise addition, if you have a USB 
port or an adapter in the car.  

7. Your car is more likely to be stolen or broken into around 
Christmas 
 
FALSE  
 

You are statistically less likely to be a victim of vehicle theft and car crime on Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day, claim figures suggest 
Aviva stats show that theft claims actually fall during the festive period, with Christmas day 
and Boxing Day recording some of the lowest volumes of motor theft claims of the year. 
Well, thieves do also have families to celebrate with.  



In 2018, theft claims on Christmas Day and Boxing Day were 87 per cent and 76 per cent 
lower (respectively) than a typical day in December.    
Just clearing the immediate field of vision of snow and ice won't be enough. You risk 
receiving a £60 fine if the police think your visibility is being impaired 
 

8. It is illegal to drive with a windscreen that's not fully de-iced 
 
TRUE 
 

It's a common sight on the road when the temperature turns frost - drivers creeping along 
with a letterbox-size gap in the ice scraped into the windscreen. 
But rule 229 of the Highway Code states that you 
'MUST be able to see, so clear all snow and ice from 
all your windows'.  
And that's not just the part of the window in front of you 
- police have the right to stop and fine you £60 if any of 
the screens are obstructed. 
Incredibly, a recent survey of over 2,000 UK motorists 
by Aviva found that almost half (46 per cent) of drivers 
don't always clear their windscreens fully.  
Number plates and lights should be clear too, and mirrors 
and windows should be de-misted.   
 

9. You're not insured if you damage your car driving through floodwater 
 
IT DEPENDS WHO YOU'RE INSURED WITH   
 

This is a grey area, as some insurers cover this kind of damage and others don't - so 
check your policy small print. Aviva says it covers damage to motor vehicles caused by 
driving through floodwater. However, floodwater can do a lot of harm and almost most half 
of flood-damaged cars treated by Aviva are unrepairable.  
In a typical car, if the depth of water is more than 4-6 inches (10-15cm), it's best not to 
attempt to drive through it.  Official figures show that there are more crashes in winter 
months, which can be attributed to the shorter daylight hours 
 

10. It is statistically more dangerous to drive in winter 
because there are fewer hours of day 
light 
 
TRUE  
 
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) 
Reports that two in five of all collisions occur when it's dark. 
However, the combination of darkness and bad weather 
can be particularly treacherous.  
 
According to the Department for Transport, there were more accidents in snowy or icy conditions 
on motorways in 2017 during the hours of darkness – a 22 per cent increase compared to daylight 
hours.  
So it's important to pay extra attention during the winter months when daylight is in short supply.  

.  



Driving in Floods. 
It may seem like shutting the stable 
door after the horse has bolted…. 
Because by the time you read this, 
hopefully there will not be any rain 
as heavy as the floods we have 
just experienced. But it seems 
appropriate to share the 
information available.  
 
Firstly, as Bill repeatedly says in 
respect of bad weather – Is your 
journey really necessary? If not, 

choose a dry day instead. Carry waterproofs, wellies and umbrella - you might have to 
walk! 
 
Then remember that standing water is not the only hazard. Torrential rain brings with it 
visibility problems as the car mists up in moments, just when you need maximum visibility. 
 
Another hazard in our hilly area is the sheets of water that run across the road – and the 
motorists who drive through them at full speed, spraying a torrent of water (or mud) onto 
the windscreens of traffic on the other carriageway and thereby temporarily blinding them. 
Get your wipers going in anticipation. 

Driving through water is more dangerous than some people assume. Firstly, it can be hard 
to establish its depth. As such it might look – and indeed be – shallow at one end but far 
deeper in the middle if the road dips. It can also conceal hazards such as fallen tree 
branches, etc.  

Most seriously, in extreme cases a car can be swept into a river by the movement of water 
over a road. Whereas some people think this is unlikely - a tiny depth of water moving at 
speed has vast power.  

There are simple steps that minimise the risk of passing flood water. The first is to estimate 
its depth by looking for clues such as its height in relation to the kerb, its transparency and 
– if available – a measuring pole. These are typically found at Fords.  

Consider the water's speed too. Naturally, if it is too deep or too fast find an alternative 
route. Whether the road is passable also varies according to the vehicle's specification. A 
low sports car is less capable than a Range Rover, for example. As a guide, twenty-five 
centimetres (10 inches) of still water is plenty to challenge the average car. Assuming it is 
safe to proceed, look for the shallowest route. It is also wise to watch another motorist's 
attempt then learn from his/her experience.  Don‟t set off if a vehicle is travelling in the 
opposite direction. Leave time and space for each other, so you don’t swamp 
someone else.  

To procede select first – or “low” in an automatic - then leave it in gear and maintain 
pressure on the throttle. This ensures that gas flows through the exhaust which should 
stop water being sucked into the engine. Speed can be controlled by simultaneously left 
foot braking. Furthermore, proceed at low speed to prevent water rising at the front and 
flooding the engine's air intake. Then - once the flood water is in the rear view mirror - 
test/dry the brakes with gentle pressure. 



Watch out for the Deer. 

Roads in Derbyshire Dales and High Peak areas are speckled 
with deer warnings, but you don‟t actually see the deer very 
often, except in Chatsworth.   

IAM RoadSmart‟s head of driving and riding standards, Richard 
Gladman, has put together some tips to keep you safe when 
driving through deer territory: Observation and anticipation are 
key to all sound decisions you make whilst driving, and how to 
avoid animals is no different. 

 Collisions with deer are statistically higher during the autumn months due to this 
being their mating season. According to Govuk, deer are at a higher risk between 
sunset to midnight, also the hours before and after sunrise. October through to 
December is considered a high-risk period. 

 If you see deer (or other wild animal) warning 
signs, be sure to slow down and be on high 
alert. It is likely they will cross the road in this 
area. 

 Deer are herd animals so if you see one, it‟s 
likely there are more. Stay vigilant, if one steps 
out in front of your car, more may follow.  

 Be prepared to stop and try to warn following 
drivers with early brake lights or hazards. 

 Try not to swerve to avoid hitting deer – you may drive into a ditch or oncoming 
traffic. 

 You will most likely brake hard to avoid colliding with an animal, be aware that the 
traffic behind may not be as alert as you.  

What to do if you’ve hit a deer or see an injured animal on the roadside: 

 Drive to a safe place and pull over 
 Call the police to alert them of the animal and be precise about where it‟s located 
 Do not approach the animal - it may cause further injury or another accident 

Richard Gladman said: “A collision with any animal is unpleasant and we should make 
every effort to avoid this. A collision with something as large as a deer will be catastrophic. 
It will likely cause injury to vehicle occupants and itself. It will definitely cause damage to 
your vehicle - even if it‟s as small as a Muntjac.  

Slow down a little and remember we are sharing the wildlife’s habitat and not the other 
way around.” 

 
The award for Policewoman of the Year, for the 25th year running, goes to Lauren 
Forcement  
 

I was asked in interview for a job if I performed under pressure  
I said not very well but I can do a wicked Bohemian Rhapsody  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-steps-motorists-should-take-to-avoid-deer-collisions-this-autumn


Stop demonising older drivers says IAM RoadSmart, 
Driving into old age is good for staying 

independent and active 

IAM RoadSmart is calling for an urgent debate on the best way to keep drivers safely behind the 
wheel into old age, in light of 
government figures that predict a four-
fold increase in the number of drivers 
over 75 in the next 25 years.  

The UK‟s leading road safety charity has 
been warning about the „demographic 
time bomb‟ and challenging the 
demonising of older drivers by the media 
and public for a number of years.  

And with latest figures showing there are 
now 2.5 million licence holders over 75 
driving on UK roads, IAM RoadSmart is calling for clear and practical actions to help older people 
stay safe behind the wheel for as long as possible. The charity believes encouraging more older 
people to stay driving safely on the road makes a vital contribution towards keeping them healthy, 
active and independent. 

A Swansea University study in 2016, alongside the DVLA‟s own statistics, highlighted that drivers 
over 70 are four times less likely to be involved in a road traffic incident than those aged 17 to 24. 

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy and Research, said: “Contrary to popular opinion the 
evidence is clear: older drivers remain one of the safest groups behind the wheel.  

“So as the number of older people continues to expand at a significant rate, it‟s crucial that we 
face up to this growing issue and develop solutions that will enable older people to stay driving for 
as long as they are safe to do so.”  

The charity goes on to state that older drivers are safe for several reasons: 

 They have many years of driving experience, which can compensate for less rapid reflexes  

 They are much more cautious drivers, and so less prone to taking risks  

 Most self-regulate by not driving at times and in places they do not feel comfortable, for 
example, when the weather is bad, when traffic is heavy, or in areas that are unfamiliar  

 Few older drivers drink and drive or take illegal drugs, and most don‟t speed 

Neil added: “Compulsory medicals and driving retests are an unnecessary action to take against a 
group who present no greater risk to themselves and others than other drivers. Today‟s 70-year-
old is healthier and fitter than ever before. And there are now hundreds of thousands more of 
them. 

“So, as the population ages, we want to see the driving licence renewal age raised to 75, 
accompanied by an eye test to ensure the individual remains capable of identifying and reacting to 
any potential hazards.  

“GPs should also be able to prescribe a driving assessment where they think it appropriate and 
these, in time, could become compulsory for drivers over 85.” 

IAM RoadSmart also highlights a number of other policy improvements required to support the 
country‟s increasing numbers of older drivers: 



 Better information is needed to allow older drivers and their families to continue to drive 
safely and ultimately to make the informed decision to give up when the time is right  

 New online assessment tools have a key role to play in providing information and as a first 
step in the assessment process 

 Awareness and uptake of voluntary driving reviews should be encouraged to equip older 
drivers with an independent assessment of their continuing capability and support them in 
their decision as to whether they remain safe behind the wheel 

 Training and awareness of the issues affecting older drivers must be improved among the 
medical profession 

 Car makers and road designers should take more account of the needs of older drivers in 
the future  

 The government should show clear leadership in implementing these changes through 
partnership and cross departmental working 

 Increase acknowledgement of the key role that driving plays in promoting independent 
living, mental and physical health and in cost savings for society as a whole 

Neil concluded: “As a nation we need to accept that older drivers are here to stay and stop making 
assumptions of the kind we often see in the media and public opinion, where older drivers are 
demonised and openly criticised. 

“We need to develop meaningful and practical solutions that help them stay independent and 
driving, for as long as they are safe to do so. Many of the tools to do this are already in place – we 
just need to make sure people know about them and feel comfortable using them.” 

IAM RoadSmart provides Mature Driver Reviews for any older driver who wants to ensure their 
confidence behind the wheel is well matched to their safety on the roads.   Details are available at 
www.iamroadsmart.com/mdr  

For further information and advice on issues related to older drivers visit 
www.iamroadsmart.com/olderdrivers.  

 

Elderly female drivers whose husbands have always done 
the driving, are almost three times as likely to be involved 

in a crash 
 

Elderly female drivers are almost three times 
more likely to be involved in a road accident 
after a lifetime of being passengers to their 
husbands, research shows. 

The AA study found for every billion miles 
travelled by women over the age of 70, 173 of 
them are killed or seriously injured in a crash – 
compared to 63 for male drivers of the same 
age. 

The reverse is true for drivers aged 17 to 20. Male drivers in that age bracket are more 
than three times more likely to be involved in a crash compared to women of the same 
age. 

 

http://www.iamroadsmart.com/olderdrivers


The AA trust believes the figures are explained by the fact that men are more likely to be 
the default driver within a marriage as they get older – meaning women gain less driving 
experience over their lifetime. And as women have a greater life expectancy, they are 
more likely to be driving on their own much later in life. 

Men over the age of 65 are six times more likely than women to be the default driver in 
their relationship, the study of Office for National Statistics figures found. 

Once they reach the age of 70, a third of female drivers give up their licence compared 
with just a tenth of male drivers. 

Edmund King, AA Charitable Trust Director, said: „Being the default driver means men are 
more likely to gain greater driving experience throughout their life. 

The AA trust believes the figures are explained by the fact that men are more likely to be 
the default driver within a marriage as they get older (stock image) 

„When they reach old age, this bank of experience is a great asset and may be one of the 
reasons why men are so much more likely than women to keep their driving licence past 
the age of 70. „It may also help explain why women drivers become increasingly more 
likely than men of the same age to be killed or seriously injured in a crash. 

„Being able to drive as safely as possible for as long as possible is vitally important for 
drivers as they get older. „For many older drivers, their car is a lifeline that helps keep them 
connected to their community and able to live independently. 

‘We need to make sure we are encouraging all drivers to keep their skills up to date. 
Banking a wealth of on-road experience over many years can help ensure drivers 
enter the later stages of their driving life with as much confidence and competence 
as possible.’ 

 

Just a Wonder 

A row of bottles on my shelf 
Caused me to analyze myself. 
One yellow pill I have to pop 

Goes to my heart so it won‟t stop. 
A little white one that I take 

Goes to my hands so they won‟t shake. 
The blue ones that I use a lot 
Tell me I‟m happy when I‟m not. 
The purple pill goes to my brain 

And tells me that I have no pain. 

 

The capsules tell me not to wheeze 

Or cough or choke or even sneeze. 
The red ones, smallest of them all 
Go to my blood so I won‟t fall. 
The orange ones, very big and bright 
Prevent my leg cramps in the night. 
Such an array of brilliant pills 

Helping to cure all kinds of ills. 
But what I‟d really like to know ... 
Is what tells each one where to go! 

 

 



The Future is Green, even our numberplates. 

Amidst the ups and downs of Brexit, the Department of Transport managed to hit the 
streets recently with an announcement on green number plates. Excellent, I thought. No 
more chunks of white and yellow plastic being dumped in our canals and landfill sites – 
now they will all biodegrade away to nothing. Unfortunately, that‟s not quite what they 
meant. Instead they are part of the governments push to lower the carbon economy and to 
encourage us to take up electric cars. So, will they have any impact?   

According to the RAC, who have polled their 
members on it, the answer is – not really. The drivers 
they questioned don't seem too impressed. Only a 
fifth think it's a good idea and the majority said “the 
number plates wouldn't have the effect of making 
them any more likely to switch to an electric vehicle”. 

I don‟t really share the concerns raised by some that 
green number plates could become a „look at me I‟m 
greener than you‟ item that could spark resentment. 

But you never know – green road rage could replace the red mist! 

With today‟s joined up database of CCTV and ANPR (Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition) we can instantly find out most of a car details at the touch of a button. 
Insurance and tax status are all recorded centrally and adding emissions into that system 
should not present too much of an issue. This means that you don‟t need different plates to 
identify the cleanest vehicles. 

In terms of using the plates to link the vehicle into new incentives, then that could be a 
useful idea. Incentives such as bus lane access and free parking for electric vehicles have 
been mentioned. These have worked very well in countries such as Norway, which now 
have the largest market for electric vehicles in the world. This was part of a wider project to 
reduce costs for electric vehicles and provide a comprehensive network of chargers.   

I have been told by my NAF friends (NAF is the Norwegian equivalent of the AA) that what 
has happened in Norway is that so many people chose electric, that the bus lanes are now 
full of cars and the incentive may have to be removed. This illustrates the importance of 
„timing‟ when it comes to incentives. It‟s great to introduce them but when their job is done 
it is not so easy to remove them. The UK government has already, in my view, got this 
wrong by reducing the subsidy on new electric cars and hybrids too soon. At a stroke they 
reduced the market for hybrids, and increased demand for full electrics that the car 
manufacturers simply cannot yet meet. 

So, in essence I have no real problem with green number plates, but it will not increase the 
uptake of electric vehicles by itself. There are far bigger barriers to a low emission future 
such as purchase cost, range anxiety and charging networks that need to be addressed 
urgently. Driving electric vehicles does require new skills, and incentives for training should 
be part of any new measures that are being brought forward. As ever, this need is not 
being given any high-profile support by the government. Which is a pity as getting the 
maximum confidence, fun and enjoyment out of your new electric car is much more likely 
to turn you into a convert, than the colour of your number plate! 

By Neil Greig IAM RoadSmart’s director of policy and research 



 

TOUCHING the phone while driving 
will now attract £22 fine and 6 points 

A blanket ban on holding a mobile phone while driving is coming to Britain‟s roads. 

A loophole in the law currently means reckless drivers can be prosecuted only if they are 
caught using hand-held phones to call or text, with those who take photos or scroll through 
music playlists exempt from punishment. But, in a major change to the law announced 
recently, motorists are to be banned from picking up their mobiles for any reason. 

Drivers caught holding phones for reasons such as browsing social media or inputting a 
satnav location now face six points and a fine of up to £200. 

Police have struggled to enforce the current law because they are often unable to prove 
exactly what drivers are using their 
phones for. 

British Secretary of State for 
Transport Grant Shapps arrives for 
a cabinet meeting at 10 Downing 
Street in London, Britain, 24 
October 2019. Shapps said that 
laws for handling phones while 
driving need to change to bring the 
law into the 21st century. Critics 
have also argued the existing rules 
fail to reflect the reality that drivers 
pick up their phones for many 
reasons other than calling or 
texting.  

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said the change to the law will „bring it into the 21st 
century‟.  

„We recognise that staying in touch with the world while travelling is an essential part of 
modern-day life but we are also committed to making our roads safe,‟ he added. The 
Department for Transport (DfT) is pushing the review forward as a „matter of urgency‟ and 
hopes to have the law changed by spring next year.  

Before then, officials need to test the various amendments with the public to make sure the 
law is as clear as it can be and is fully understood. 

The hi-tech cameras that will be used to catch drivers. 

Highways England is trialling roadside cameras which can automatically take pictures of 
drivers using their phones. 

The high-definition cameras would be fixed to overhead gantries and take super-clear 
pictures of drivers using their phone through windscreens. 

The images would be sent to police and notices of intended prosecution posted to the 
vehicle‟s owner in the same way as speeding penalties. 



AI cameras that snap drivers using their mobile phones catch 100,000 Australian offenders 
in six months. A trial using new technology to catch drivers using their mobile phones 
illegally will be rolled out in time for the new year 

A similar scheme trialled in Australia this year snared more than 100,000 drivers in six 
months, including one man who sent a text message while his passenger held the steering 
wheel. 

The cameras used „sophisticated algorithms‟ and „artificial intelligence‟ to determine if the 
pictures showed drivers on their phones. Pictures were then sent to police.  

The Department for Transport said it was undergoing „some very early trial work on 
technology to detect mobile phone usage on the strategic road network‟. 

Officials added that the results were „encouraging‟ and they were considering an on-road 
trial. 

 Highways England is also considering equipping police with high-seated HGV cabs – 
giving them an ideal vantage point to take pictures of drivers on their phones. 

IAM has more to say! 
The UK‟s biggest independent road safety charity IAM RoadSmart has welcomed the 
government‟s decision to close a legal loophole which allowed drivers to not be prosecuted 
for using a mobile to film or take photos. 
However, the new measures fall short of banning the use of hands-free mobile units in 
cars, something IAM RoadSmart and others have highlighted is just as distracting and 
dangerous as a hand-held unit. 
Today (1 November) Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said there will be a review to 
tighten current laws on the use of hand-held mobile phones by drivers. 

The Department for Transport announced that legislation will be revised so that any driver 
caught using a hand-held phone behind the wheel can be prosecuted whatever the reason; 
texting, taking pictures, surfing the web or 
scrolling for music. Spring 2020 is the likely date 
for implementation. 

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart director of policy and 
research, said: “The facts are there to see – the 
use of mobile phones for any purpose and in any 
manner while driving is distracting and potentially 
fatal.  
“Today‟s news is good, but not good enough. The 
increased penalties introduced in 2017, six points 
and a £200 fine, did change drivers‟ behaviour for 
a while, but bad habits are creeping back in. 
Drivers keep doing it because they don‟t think they will get caught, and they don‟t 
appreciate they are risking lives. 
“Mobile speed cameras need to be employed more broadly to also catch drivers using 
hand-held phones. Drivers need to know their actions could kill.” 
Official figures state that in 2018 there were 683 casualties on Britain's roads including 29 
deaths and 118 serious injuries in crashes where a driver using a mobile phone was a 
significant factor. 



Yellow Box Infringements. 
 

Town halls are to be given extra powers to fine motorists for minor traffic offences – 
and keep the money to spend themselves. 

Most local authorities outside London are unable to fine drivers for „moving traffic 
violations‟ such as stopping in yellow box 
junctions. Instead, they have to rely on 
police. 

But Transport Secretary Grant Shapps 
yesterday told MPs he was ready to grant 
all councils the right to issue penalty 
charges for the infringements. The move 
will raise fears that motorists will be 
treated as cash cows to fill gaps in council 

budgets. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps told MPs he was ready to grant all councils the 
right to issue penalty charges  

The Commons transport committee warned earlier this year that police are too thinly 
stretched to enforce everyday traffic violations. 

The MPs suggested councils 
should be allowed to issue 
fines, with the proceeds spent 
on tackling congestion and 
improving bus services. Mr 
Shapps told the committee 
yesterday: „I have been looking 
at powers outside of London 
provided to local areas to do 
some of these things, and think 
that... I‟ll shortly be making an 
announcement.‟ 

Under the Traffic Management Act 2004, councils can apply for powers to tackle 
parking, bus lane contraventions and moving traffic violations – rather than police. 

While the parking and bus lane powers have been taken up widely by councils, 
generating millions of pounds a year in revenue, those for moving traffic violations 
have not. 

Transport for London has been enforcing yellow box junction contraventions in the 
capital for over 15 years. Road campaigners accuse the agency of targeting drivers 
to generate income from its £130 fines. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/london/index.html


Nicholas Lyes of the RAC said: „Local authorities know where congestion might 
require some form of enforcement, particularly in the case of box junctions, so it 
stands to reason they should be able to improve this through the use of 
enforcement. 

 While the parking and bus lane powers have been taken up widely by councils, 
generating millions of pounds a year in revenue, those for moving traffic violations 
have not (file image, Cardiff, 2014) 

„However, we remain concerned that cash-strapped authorities may see this as an 
opportunity to extract more revenue from drivers.‟ 

In the 2017/18 financial year TfL collected up to £16million in fines for yellow box 
offences. But in many cases drivers claim they had no choice but to stop – either 
because of poor traffic light sequencing, or because of drivers ahead of them 
blocking their path. 

The only council outside London which has the powers is Cardiff. 

 

 The DUTCH REACH 
Is a method of disembarking from the car, which minimises 
collisions with cyclists and some pedestrians. 
Very few drivers are aware of it, although nation-wide 
driving schools are now teaching it and it will probably be 
included in the Highway Code next year.   
 
So why not start to use it and let others know about it now??  
Offside passengers should also be alerted to this potential 
hazard. 
 
 
 
 I had an accident today in the supermarket when a large pile of Andrex fell on 

me. I am not badly hurt, just some soft tissue damage � 
 

I‟m not sure if I have told you all but I started my puncture repair business from a 
small flat  
 

I went to the doctors and told them that everytime I cough, I hear words 
like knight, bishop, pawn and queen . 
They said I had a chess infection  
 

When I threw a boomarang at a ghost 
I knew it would come back to haunt me 
 
This morning I’ve received a job offer to be a quality controller at the 
Alphabetti Spaghetti Factory, - I’ve got to check the Ts and Cs  



 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Tues 3rd Dec Duke William  7.30pm Photo Competition. 

Sun 8th Dec Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 15th Dec  NoGuidance 

Tues 7th Jan Duke William  7.30pm Blood Bikes. 

Sun 12th Jan Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 19th Jan McDonalds Matlock 10am Guidance 

Tues 4th Feb Duke William  7.30pm Coal Mining 

Sun 9th Feb Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 16th Feb McDonalds Matlock 10am Guidance 

Tues 3rd Mar Duke William  7.30pm Quiz 

Sun 8th Mar Eyre Arms Calver 10.0am Guidance 

Sun 15th Mar McDonalds Matlock 10am Guidance 

 
 

Last date for copy for the Feb/Mar  Newsletter is Jan 7th for articles, Jan14th 
for tests, new members etc. 

Articles, letters, clippings etc. for inclusion to Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson St. 
Mansfield NG18 5PN  01623 644047 

katefroggatt@talktalk.net 
 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to Harry and Bill for these chuckles. 
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Meeting Venues 

 
Outdoor Guidance 

 
Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park 

Second Sunday in month10.00am 

 
McDonald‟s 43 Bakewell Road Matlock DE4 3AU car park - area to the right 

Third Sunday in month 10.00am 
 

Indoor 

 
(Winter Programme October-April Summer Programme May-Sept) 

 
Duke William. 91 Church Street Matlock  DE4 3BZ 

First Tues in month 7.30pm 

 
See Diary dates for details or our web site 

 
https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/ 

 

McDonald’s 

Matlock DE4 3AU  

Stoney  

Middleton 

Baslow 

Chatsworth 

A 619 

A 6 

A 6 

Kelstedge 

Rowsley 

Sainsburys Island  

Matlock Crown Sq 

Bakewell 

A 632 

B 6001 

B 6012 

A 619 

A 623 

Duke William 

Matlock DE4 3BZ 

B 5057 

To Matlock Bath  

A6 

To Chesterfield 

A 625 

A 621 

Darley  

Dale 

Eyre Arms  

Calver  S32 3XH  

https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/


 
 

GROUP COMMITTEE 2019 - 2020 

Group Secretary Bill Storey 01629 812732 

2 Wye Bank, Bakewell, Derbyshire. DE45 1BH 

matlockdhv1@btinternet.com  

 
GROUP OFFICERS 

 

Chairman      Kevin Knight 01629 584142  knightowls@btopenworld.com  
Vice Chairman      Ian Revill 01629 593684 

Group Secretary   Bill Storey 01629 812732 

Group Treasurer   Ann Barry 01629 540599 

     The Lodge King‟s Hill, Brassington, Matlock DE4 4HA 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Guidance (Matlock  Iain Harwood 01629 55563 mail@minandiain.org.uk  
Guidance (Mbk)   Keith Pearce 01629 57828 

Guidance (Hope)   Kate Froggatt 01623 644047 

Training Officer (Mbk) Geoff Salt 07977 726529  gsalt100@btopenworld.com         
Newsletter Distn.  Kevin Knight 
Committee    David Graham. Keith Seaton.  
Web Designer    Ian Revill 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson Street, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PN 

01623 644047 katefroggatt@talktalk.net  

 
Data Protection Act. 

Details which members have supplied to the Group are held on a database for 
the club‟s own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please 

inform the Secretary, in writing. 
 

The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of contributors and do not necessarily 
constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or the Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys) 

Group of Advanced Motorists.  
 
 
 

Registered Charity N0. 1060033 IAM Group No. 4191 
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