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`The Derwent and Hope Valleys
Group of Advanced Motorists
WELCOMES YOU
As the UK‟s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for
all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our
roads.
Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your
driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment. Of course,
safety is always our top concern, but it‟s a fun and exciting experience too!

Membership of our group includes:  One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your
Advanced Driving Test
 A copy of the IAM guide to advanced driving techniques „
 How to be a better driver'
 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner
 Written assessment of your test performance
 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test

An open invitation to:Monthly Guidance sessions held on :Sunday mornings, at two venues
Evening in the summer months
Second opinions conducted by senior observers
Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.
Guest speakers include
The Highways Agency,
Crash team investigators
IAM Examiner
Group organised events, recent sessions include:Skid pan experience,
Competitive tests of driving skills
The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry
For more information visit our websites
matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk

Facebook - Matlock IAM

Twitter - MatlockIAM

Following Government Guidelines and in line with the advice received from the
IAM (reproduced below)

ALL FUTURE GROUP EVENTS ARE CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Group advice
In light of the ongoing messages from Government about the vital importance of socialdistancing as part of the fight against Coronavirus (COVID-19), IAM RoadSmart‟s Senior
Management Team has today (23 March) updated its advice and guidance for groups,
observers and examiners.
There has been clear and firm guidance from government in recent days that travel should
be limited to essential journeys only.
The priority must be for IAM RoadSmart and all our groups to contribute fully to efforts to
minimise the spread of the virus nationwide and maintain the health and safety of all staff,
members, associates, examiners and customers. Therefore with immediate effect,
groups are required to:



Stop all observed runs for associates, both in cars and on motorcycles
Stop all meetings and social gatherings, including AGMs, ride-outs and recruitment
activity

Should you continue to carry out observed drives/rides this may have
consequences as far as insurance cover is concerned.
Advanced driving and riding tests and assessments remain suspended until further notice
as are all re-qualifications for Local Observer Assessors, National Observers, Fellows and
Masters.
Where associates‟ membership expires, we will extend their membership, at no additional
cost, for up to a further six months to enable all associates to complete their coaching and
take their test without disadvantage. Each associate should contact our Customer Care
team by emailing support@iam.org.uk or calling 0300 303 1134 only when they have
received their membership renewal notice.
Groups are required to hold an AGM once every calendar year and within 18 months of the
previous AGM. You may wish to consider holding your AGM via video or phone conference
call. Proxy and postal voting can also still take place and be used for resolutions.
Stay safe, stay well.

Mike Quinton, CEO

Welcome to the group
James Mcculloch M/C

Success

Paul Wells receiving his certificate from Kevin, with his observer Ian Michaels.

Chairman’s Ramblings.
I find myself writing my ramblings for the second newsletter
of 2020 in this unprecedented time in our history.
As already stated in the newsletter, being a responsible
group, we obviously had no option but to follow Government
and IAM advice and cancel all future group events until
further notice.
The AGM will be rearranged, hopefully in October, and I
thank all the Group Officers and committee members for
agreeing to continue in post.
All observers and their associates have been contacted with the latest information
regarding the cessation of observed drives and rides.

As mentioned in the IAM advice, reproduced earlier in the newsletter, the IAM will not
carry out any tests until further notice and any associates affected will have their
membership extended. Also there will be no IMI observer assessments.
We will continue to produce the bi-monthly newsletter but at the time of writing I am
unsure as to whether or not our printers will be able to continue during the current
situation and we may only be able to produce it electronically. Rest assured we will
continue to keep in touch with members.
I welcome James Mcculloch to the group and trust that his preparation and ultimate test
will not be too disrupted, Unfortunately we have not had any associates undertaking
the advanced test over the last two months.
I recently had the pleasure of attending the Bakewell Mayor‟s civic service to mark Bill
Storey‟s second term as the Mayor of Bakewell. It once again highlighted just how
much Bill does for the community and many charitable institutions as well as being our
group secretary. The ceremony was a little muted due to the current situation, but was
a very enjoyable service and fortunately did take place just prior to the escalation on
social distancing etc.
The group received a letter from Sue Vallis, the Treasurer of Derbyshire Blood Bikes
thanking you for your very generous donations made at the January meeting.
Prior to the cancellation of events we did have two interesting evening meetings. Both
were organised by Ian Revill. At the February meeting Ian gave us an interesting talk
on coal mining in the area and in March Ian severely tested our knowledge with the
annual quiz.
It will be strange over the next few months with no meetings although that is minimal
compared to the effect of the worldwide Covid 19 pandemic on all our lives. I sincerely
hope that you and your families remain safe and well.
As always I wish you safe motoring.

Kevin J Knight - Group Chairman

Coal Mines Presentation.
Februarys evening presentation was by our own Ian Revill. He gave an illustrated account
of his career in the Coal Mines of Nottinghamshire / Derbyshire. Ian became a mines
surveyor, which sounded and looked like a very technical job. He explained how coal was
extracted, the problems faced, the dangers faced from methane and carbon dioxide gases.
Pictures showing the conditions men worked in, and life underground, really brought it
home what a dirty, dangerous job it was. Crawling under pit props with an unstable roof
above and the problems caused by water. The massive pumps required to keep mines dry
and useable really were so important. His account of youths letting empty coal wagons run
down the line and crashing was great, as it was in an area in which I grew up. He showed
a picture of some miners who had just joined two tunnels, and I am certain one was my
uncle.
How mines were linked and the distances the coal faces were from the shafts was an eye
opener.
A really good presentation, enjoyed by a good turnout of members.
Bill Storey.

Ian was also responsible for setting the Group Quiz this year. The winning team
comprised Keith Seaton and his wife, Carl Haynes and Tommy Thorpe – apparently there
was a technical draw and a somewhat confused outcome, but congratulations to all who
stayed the course!

Ideas for our Downtime.
Whilst we are quiet due to this virus crisis, it may be a good chance to look at some more
routes for Observers to use when they get back on the road.
Some years ago we put together some routes mainly for new Observers. These covered
many types of roads and situations.
Its a good time to refresh these, for car and or motorcycles. Its a good excuse to put some
routes together, write them up so its easy for others to follow. These can be a favourite
route, or one you use for a specific observed run.
For bikers, a good cafe at the end is useful.
As we cover a wide area, lets try and get some for the whole area.
Send them to me please and I will publish, and send to all Observers and include in the
newsletter.
As we are going to be quiet for some months, we need to keep our interest in driving and
riding. So any stories you wish to share, please send to Kate for her to publish.
Once we hear we can start observing and holding meetings again, we will do so straight
away.

I had an accident today in the supermarket when a large pile of Andrex fell on me. I
am not badly hurt, just some soft tissue damage
I went to the doctors and told them that every time I cough, I hear words like knight,
bishop, pawn and queen.
They said I had a chess infection

Just thinking about it now, I should have ordered my baked beans online.
Heinz site is a wonderful thing
Times must be hard in the church my vicar has got a part time job delivering
for Amazon, We call him Pastor Parcel
A little known fact that William the Conqueror ate small amounts of Spanish
food - It‟s depicted on the Bayeux Tapas Tray

Dangers of not wearing shades at the wheel
Drivers who don‟t wear
sunglasses to protect against
the dazzling effects of the sun
may be inadvertently putting the
safety of all roads users at risk,
warns the RAC.
Department for Transport (DfT)
data showing contributory
factors in reported road
accidents reveals just how many
collisions are caused by bright,
dazzling sunlight.
It was, in fact, listed as a contributory factor in 2,324 accidents in 2017 – that's over
six accidents every day of the year. Dazzling sun was even reported as a factor in
25 fatal accidents.
As the UK summer heats up, it's now even more important that drivers should wear
appropriate eyewear to protect themselves against glare and keep themselves and
other road users safe.
The consequences of not driving safely due to being blinded by the sun – whether
that‟s as a result of not wearing sunglasses, not using a vehicle‟s sun visor or not
slowing down or pulling over – are severe: if a police officer deems you to be driving
without due care and attention you would be faced with an on-the-spot fine of £100
and three penalty points on your licence.
The advice, according to Rule 237 of the Highway Code, is for drivers to slow down
or pull over if they become “dazzled by bright sunlight.”
This means that, although it‟s not a legal requirement to drive wearing sunglasses in
bright conditions, you could be breaking the law if you don‟t slow down or stop if you
become temporarily blinded by the sun.
And in particularly serious cases, police have the power to take the matter to court,
where a fine could rise to £5,000.
When it comes to choosing sunglasses it‟s essential you pick the right pair, as some
could severely hamper your driving.
For example, category four sunglasses are illegal to wear when driving as they let
less than 8% of light through the lenses, while variable tint lenses should also be
avoided behind the wheel.
UK sunglasses should be labelled with a category, so avoid category four glasses
that should also be marked as „not suitable for driving and road use.‟

Too tired to ride? Tips from IAM RoadSmart
If travelling, it's crucial to make sure you don't ride tired and to take a break at least
every two hours. Richard Gladman, IAM RoadSmart‟s head of driving and riding
standards, shares some tips on how to beat rider fatigue.


Fatigue is identified as one of the fatal five
causes of crashes responsible for as much
as 20% of all incidents. Extreme tiredness
can also lead to micro-sleeps. These are
short episodes of drowsiness or sleep that
could last a fraction of a second or up to 30
seconds. A bike travelling at 70 mph will
travel 31 meters per second, giving plenty of
time to cause a serious crash during a
micro-sleep.



The effects of losing one or two hours of sleep a night on a regular basis can
lead to chronic sleepiness over time. So ensure you are well rested and
feeling fit and healthy before you set off.



Make sure you take regular rest breaks to split up the journey especially when
riding on a long, boring stretch of a motorway. It‟s good practice to stop at
least every two hours and it‟s essential to take a break before the drowsiness
sets in.



If necessary, plan an overnight stop. If you feel too fatigued to carry on, then
book yourself into a hotel at the next service station and sleep it off. Wake up
fresh with a good breakfast and carry on your journey. It‟s good to note that a
caffeine high may be a quick fix, but it is not a long-term solution and certainly
no substitute for proper sleep.



You‟re bound to be tired after a full day at work, so avoid setting out on a long
ride after you have finished for the day. It‟s best to start your journey earlier
on, and when you‟re more alert.



If possible, avoid riding between the two peak times for sleepiness. These are
between 3am and 5am and also between 2pm and 4pm.



If you have taken prescribed medication, then seek advice from your GP as to
whether you should be riding or not. If bought over the counter, then read the
instructions on the pack or speak to a pharmacist.

Richard says: “Even the fittest of us need regular sleep to perform at our highest
standards. Riding always requires full concentration and if you are tired, your ability
to concentrate is reduced. Our internal body clock (circadian rhythm) is usually set
to deal with our normal lifestyle, extra care needs to be taken when riding during a
time we would normally be at rest.

Stop, rehydrate and rest if you need to.”

Sort My Sign
Transport watchdog launches new website for drivers to report road signs that are
hidden behind trees, partly missing or give confusing information
An independent transport watchdog has launched a new
campaign to encourage motorists to report terrible road
signage on major roads and motorways. The number of
signs being hidden by overgrown bushes, missing large
sections due to damage or targeted scrap metal theft, or
simply providing confusing instructions are littering busy
routes and putting motorists at risk, according to
Transport Focus.
It has set up a new dedicated 'Sort My Sign' website
where drivers can report poor quality signage on trunk
roads that will be used to lobby the government to
increase funds to improve the quality of roadside
furniture.
Can't read it? Report it: An independent transport watchdog has recently launched a
website for motorists to report poor road signage like this on motorways and other major
roads. The campaign launched recently encourages motorists to bundle pressure on
Highways England - the government agency responsible for the country's major roads and
motorways - to improve infrastructure.
These routes make up 4,300 miles of the nation's roads and are the major transport link for
commuters, businesses and supply chain. Around 40 to 60 per cent of all road accidents
occur at junctions, it has been estimated. Transport Focus believes some of this is due to
motorways and major routes currently being plighted by signage that isn't fit for purpose
and is putting motorists in danger. Previous studies by the group found that 17 percent of
drivers had admitted to making a 'potentially unsafe manoeuvre' at a motorway slip road
because the junction number on the road sign was obscured. In the survey of 2,000
licence holders a year ago, it also found that almost a third (29 per cent) have missed a
turn off because they hadn't seen the junction number on a sign.

Almost half (47 per cent) said this was due to overgrown vegetation blocking signs, 36 per
cent put it down to damaged or worn signs and 29 per cent because of poor signage
lighting.
Transport Focus has told drivers to report these three issues with road signs

How to ensure you are not invalidating your insurance.
Swotting up on the finer details of a car insurance policy and the rules of the road might not
be everyone's cup of tea, but it could prevent you discovering that a simple mistake has
rendered your insurance worthless.
Drivers may not be aware, for example, that choice of footwear could potentially invalidate
any claim they make.
Driving in flipflops or barefoot is not
illegal, but the Highway Code
states that drivers should ensure
'clothing and footwear do not
prevent you using the controls in
the correct manner'.
Drivers may not be aware that
wearing flip flops whilst driving
could lose them money
Not only might failure to follow
these rules increase the risk of an
accident but it could also limit an insurance payout.
Caution should also be taken when driving with pets. Research from comparison website
MoneySuperMarket shows that almost a quarter of drivers allow their pets to sit
unrestrained in their car, yet the Highway Code states that pets must be 'suitably
restrained' in a seat belt harness, carrier or cage.
If unrestrained pets are found to be the primary cause of an accident, motorists could face
a £5,000 fine and a rejected claim.
There is the issue, too, of obstructing windscreens with satnavs, stickers or even air
fresheners.
Simon Williams of the RAC says: 'Anything which can detract from the driver's ability to
see what's going on could be illegal and result in prosecution, a fine or even penalty points.
It could also lead to an insurance claim being denied if the obstruction was considered a
contributory factor to an incident.'
He adds: 'Increasingly, insurers deem stickers – stripes and logos – as modifications that
they need to be told about when a policy is purchased.
Fronting is when a more experienced driver is named as the main driver on a car policy to
help reduce costs, but the less experienced driver is the main user of the car
'However, with regard to football club stickers, or similar with political or religious
statements, which could incite vandalism, insurers are not allowed to discriminate for
personal views.
'But some insurers will avoid this by not quoting where a sticker or modification has been
declared.'

The illegal practice of 'fronting' is another big issue to watch out for, particularly for parents
whose child has recently learnt to drive.
Fronting is when a more experienced driver – often the parent – is named as the main
driver on a car policy to help reduce costs, but the less experienced driver (often the son or
daughter) is the main user of the car.
The consequences of fronting can be serious – not only is the policy likely to be cancelled
and any claims rejected, but it can also result in fines and penalty points.
Lift sharing can also invalidate car insurance, particularly if money changes hands. Helen
Robinson, of website Carparts4less.co.uk, says: 'Some policies specifically exclude cover
for car sharing, whether you make a profit or not.
'For those with policies that allow lift-sharing, they may be void if you make a profit from
giving lifts. Many state you may only make enough to cover petrol and driving costs.'
Similarly, a car should not be overloaded with either people or goods.
It is a legal requirement for all passengers to have their own seatbelt, while loading up the
vehicle should not take it over its official weight limit as this can affect brakes and tyres.
It is also important to be cautious when lending the car to friends or family. Although they
may have insurance that allows them to drive other people's cars, it is unlikely this will
cover damage to the vehicle if they are in an accident.
In most cases, only those who are named on the car owner's insurance policy will be
covered.
Take care when parking, too. RAC warns drivers not to park near an airport runway as
some insurance policies do not cover any loss or damage from pressure waves caused by
aircraft travelling at or above the speed of sound. Plus, if a car is damaged while in the
care of a valet, insurers may refuse to pay out.
Finally, those planning to take their car to racetracks or off-road rallies should talk to their
insurer first. Standard insurance will not be valid, but some insurers offer specialist cover
for track days.
How to keep policy valid
Report modifications: These can increase the cost of cover so anyone planning to make
changes to their vehicle should discuss first with their insurer.
Maintain the vehicle: Regularly check for oil leaks, cracks in the windscreen and low tyre
pressure.
Avoid withholding information: Any damage to the car, no matter how minor, should be
reported to your insurer, as should any change in job title or address.
Do not guess the annual mileage: MOT certificates and the vehicle's service record can
help when calculating annual mileage.
Renew the vehicle's tax and MOT on time: Driving with an expired MOT certificate or
without road tax is illegal and is most likely to invalidate the insurance policy.

Badger’s 70th and IAM
PART 2
My October contact with Bill resulted in a very positive response and suggestion of a
friendly “Ride out/Health Check” . We‟re now nearing November mind, so safe and risk
averse opportunities were few and far between with thoughts/suggestions of spring 2020
perhaps!!
Whilst comparing “semi-retired” diaries and November
weather opportunities, I dug out my original “Advanced
Motorcyclist” manual (foto 1) which some may
remember, bought a Highway Code and started the “relearning” process.
From a further discussion it was clear that Advanced
Riding thoughts and particularly terminology had
developed over the past 10‟sh years. I clearly had to
bring myself up to date, embracing subjects like;
IPSGA, TUG, POWDERY etc.. And not only
understanding them BUT building them into my
practical riding so they became automatic.
Bill assisted further with a loan of a spare IAM
Driver/Rider manual – so back to re-learning, section by section. I found it useful to take a
section at a time and practice the contents, physically, on the bike on an approx. hour‟s
long route that included most of the hazards, including a motorway stretch.
My road bike now is a 2004 Kawasaki W650, a retro Bonneville lookalike (Sorry
Triumph!!) and I suspected speedo was reading fast. Having recently been dragged into
the Smartphone world, and, given IAM views on UNDERspeed as well as OVERspeed, I
downloaded a digital GPS speedo App and used this high tech (for me!) system to impose
a low tech re-calibration (TIPPEX) for 30-70 which remains on my speedo today.(foto 2)
If I‟m honest, I‟ve tended to “stretch” speed limits, not, I must say by much but illegal and
clearly test FAIL. My biggest problem was entering 30 zones, particularly from NSL. I found
it difficult to achieve smoothly and invariably ended up braking to below 30, then having to
speed up to maintain 30! I also had the habit, when exiting 30, starting to accelerate when I
SAW NSL sign, NOT at the sign. I‟ve got it now but it probably took me 4 or 5
rides/practice for it to become smooth and a matter of habit (Vision and Brain to Right
Hand!!)
Inside my old “Advanced Motorcyclist” manual, I found my original (now superseded)
application form for test, I may have been influenced by a recent Biker-Down course but
decided to complete with Cheque and send to IAM centre. After an interesting telecom,
and additional fee, Examiner, Victor Wright made contact. I explained my rather
unorthodox path to test application and was re-assured there was no rush – again thoughts
of spring 2020 were prevalent!!
I took the opportunity to study some supplementary advanced rider and examiner
information, predominantly on YouTube, and again tried to build that into physical practice
in my rides.

Towards end Nov, after one frost cancellation, I managed a ride out with Bill on a
Wednesday. All went well, we ended up at the Yondermann for refreshment and debrief,
and after a couple of pointers I was
declared OK!
So, when I got home, I phoned to update
Victor, we agreed if there was a safe and
mutually agreeable opportunity for test,
we should. What about tomorrow?? He
said!! The forecast was reasonable so I
said YES!!
So, on a cold, overcast Thursday 21st we
met up at Buxton and after intro and preride checks off we set – well nearly!! I‟m
hopefully not the first (or last) person to try
and set off with disc lock engaged!! –
NERVES – what NERVES!!
I felt the ride to Chapel, on a very
interesting route, and the questioning,
went pretty well but you never know till he
tells you pass of fail. I feel the debrief and
rider development areas are particularly
useful and I have already started to
implement Victors recommendations. His
words, not mine, all aimed at increasing the “Safety Bubble” around me!
Although I‟ve clearly been riding/driving pretty well since my guidance some years ago, I
would NOT have passed this test without the additional reading, learning and practice
beforehand and detailed above. It is after all – A TEST!!
My gratitude to all those involved in aiding my pass success, both historical and more
recently. Hopefully meet up at club evening or guidance/ride outs in 2020.
Hope of Interest and Safe Riding
Derek

Every time I open my computer all I get is images of dancing New Zealand
rugby players flashing on and off the screen - I think I‟ve been targeted by a
computer Haka
Breaking news - The Etch a Sketch company is in financial trouble, the
shareholders have demanded a shakeup of the board
I was having a dream that someone was saying, „on your marks, get set, go!‟I
woke up with a start

Tech not tests key to keeping older drivers safe.
Now more than 5 million older drivers in Britain
Offering higher levels of intuitive in-car technology to older
drivers is likely to be more helpful in keeping them safe on

the road than any system of mass retesting.
There are already 5.5 million driving licence holders in
Britain aged 70 or over.
This is 41% more than the 3.9 million licence holders in
the same age group back in 2012.
A review for the RAC Foundation of global research
relating to older driver safety says that driving requires
strength, co-ordination, good eyesight, flexibility,
attention, memory, decision making and judgement, all of
which can be affected by age-related decline, hence increasing risk.
The study was carried out by Dr Julie Gandolfi of Driving Research Ltd.
Whilst most older drivers are very safe, their relative frailty means they are more
vulnerable to death and injury when they are involved in a crash even if they haven‟t
caused it.
Evidence points to older drivers being good at trying to self-regulate their driving – for
instance not driving at night or in the rush hour – in recognition of their declining abilities.
However, they need to be given more objective information to base their decisions on.
One method could be the use of in-car telematics systems similar to those already
commonly provided with insurance policies that predominantly target young people.
So-called black boxes sense and record how vehicles are being driven and this data could
highlight to older drivers their strengths and weaknesses behind the wheel.
Driver-assist technologies also promise to benefit older drivers. Things such as collision
warnings, lane departure alerts, fatigue detection systems and cross-traffic assistance are
all recognised by older drivers as being helpful.
However, manufacturers must ensure systems are easy and intuitive to use, and that
warning signals are easily identifiable and do not create extra confusion or stress for
drivers. More-basic technology such as parking assist help make every-day, low-level
tasks simpler and quicker.
By contrast, international evidence shows that it is extremely difficult to devise a system of
mass retesting which produces meaningful road safety gains.
In Japan drivers reaching the age of 70 must take part in:
 A lecture
 Aptitude tests involving simulator driving, field of vision checks and night vision
capability
 A discussion session
 An on-road driving assessment

Yet despite all this the report says that “research has failed to find overwhelming support
for the effectiveness of these measures in reducing at-fault collisions among older drivers.”
Steve Gooding of the RAC Foundation said:
“For all the sensational headlines, most older drivers have an enviable safety record.
However, their sheer number means there is increasing attention on how that safety record
is maintained.
“One problem is that it is impossible to define the point at which people become an „older‟
driver because we all age at different rates and in general we are living healthier lives for
longer.
“While there is a huge range of conditions that will potentially affect our ability to drive,
individually we will suffer them at different times and to different degrees. This explains
why it is so hard to devise a meaningful retest to be taken at what will always be an
arbitrary age.
“This report has two key messages. One is that technology has a large role to play in
keeping people safe and the other is that any information we can get which encourages
and helps us make an informed decision about our ability to drive safely is to be welcomed.
“One practical measure we would back is a requirement to have a regular eyesight test,
probably to coincide with the ten-year intervals at which people must renew their photocard
driving licences and certainly at age 70 when motorists are currently required to self-certify
their continued ability to drive.”
Julie Gandolfi, the report author, said:
“Never before have older drivers had access to so much assistance from vehicle
technology, and whilst there were early concerns about a lack of technological familiarity
on their part, the literature suggests that appetite among the older driver population for
engagement with vehicle technology does exist, and that with appropriate training and
guidance, it can offer significant safety benefits and help extend safe driving into older age.
“On that basis, it appears that the older drivers of today and tomorrow have access to a
comprehensive toolkit giving them the opportunity to drive safely for longer than previous
generations – the challenge for the road safety industry lies in helping them to use it
effectively.”
The Netherlands, Denmark, Cyprus and Ireland require drivers to take an eyesight test at
age 70.
According to a 2016 report from the Older Drivers Task Force: “For every mile driven, the
risk of a person aged 80 or more being killed while driving is, overall, some 10 times higher
than the lowest risk 40-49 year old.”
“On that basis, it appears that the older drivers of today and tomorrow have access to a
comprehensive toolkit giving them the opportunity to drive safely for longer than previous
generations – the challenge for the road safety industry lies in helping them to use it
effectively.”

Powered Light Vehicles
Powered Light Vehicles (PLVs) is the
collective term for a range of two, three
and four-wheeled vehicles for either
passenger or cargo use. Their compact
size and light weight ensures optimal use
of available road space and as they are
predominantly powered by zero and lowemission powertrains they offer an
efficient, clean and practical form of
personal and commercial mobility.
Under EU regulations PLVs are referred to as "L-Category vehicles", where they are
subdivided into seven groups, each defined by power output, number of wheels, seating
layout and weight. Collectively, these vehicles provide clean and efficient transport in
cases where walking, cycling or public transport are not viable options.
The sector has the ability to complement active travel (e.g. walking and cycling as an
alternative to motorised transport) and public transport while displacing inefficient personal
travel (single or low occupancy car use). They can also provide an alternative to trucks and
large vans that are often using a fraction of their available load capacity.
Background
L-category vehicles are a classification of road transport vehicles that range from powered
two/three-wheelers (motorbikes, mopeds etc), quadricycles and "micro cars". Motorbikes
and scooters account for the largest part of the UK market for L-category vehicles (approx.
1.2m Powered Two-Wheelers registered on the road, compared to just over 600
quadracycles at the end of 2018). Although there are relatively few L-category vehicles
compared to M and N categories (passenger cars and light goods vehicles with at least 4
wheels), they are much smaller, lighter, take up less road space and offer an innovative
alternative to the passanger car, particularly for urban road transport.

The LowCVP and a consortium of British universities undertook an assessment of the
potential environmental, economic and societal benefits of L-category vehicles in the UK,
focusing more on the larger three and four wheel end of the L-category spectrum of
vehicles, dubbed Powered Light Vehicles.
The overriding conclusion of this study was that, while there are benefits to the UK of
developing a market for these vehicles, there remain a number of issues where further
research, development and demonstration (RD&D) is required.

Greener bioethanol car fuel made from crops such as corn
will go on sale at forecourts from next year
A greener petrol will be available from the pumps next year under plans to significantly
reduce the UK‟s carbon footprint. Called E10, the
petrol is blended with 10 per cent bioethanol – a
renewable energy source produced from crops
such as corn and wheat.
The Department for Transport will today publish a
policy to introduce the lower-emission fuel that
could cut carbon dioxide levels by 750,000 tons a
year – equivalent to taking 350,000 cars off the
road.
The green fuel is part of the Government‟s pledge to ban the sale of new petrol and diesel
cars in the next 15 years. A greener petrol will be available from the pumps next year
under plans to significantly reduce the UK‟s carbon footprint (stock image)
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: „The next 15 years will be absolutely crucial for
slashing emissions from our roads, as we all start to feel the benefits of the transition to a
zero-emission future. „But before electric cars become the norm, we want to take
advantage of reduced CO2 emissions today.
„This small switch to petrol containing bioethanol will help drivers across the country
reduce the environmental impact of every journey.‟

Roads of the future
Roads of the future could harvest energy from cars to power street lights, detect speeding
or erratic driving, and automatically weigh
vehicles as they drive along.
An international team of researchers from the
USA, Taiwan and Spain have created a list of
ten technological advances that could feature on
future roads.
They examined technologies already being
developed such as charging lanes in Sweden
and local networks that automatically warn cars of upcoming hazards.
Roads are no longer merely a physical entity or solid ground, but somewhere for
communication, sensing and power generation, the team claims.
A number of countries across the world - including China and Japan - are working on
creating intelligent city spaces including smart roads
Other uses they considered included the harvesting of sunlight, playing music to warn of
hazards and powering fleets of electric heavy goods vehicles. '

Not the Diary Dates.

Thanks Harry!
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Meeting Venues
Outdoor Guidance
Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park
Second Sunday in month10.00am
McDonald‟s 43 Bakewell Road Matlock DE4 3AU car park - area to the right
Third Sunday in month 10.00am

Indoor
(Winter Programme October-April Summer Programme May-Sept)
Duke William. 91 Church Street Matlock DE4 3BZ
First Tues in month 7.30pm
See Diary dates for details or our web site
https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/
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Data Protection Act.
Details which members have supplied to the Group are held on a database for
the club‟s own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please
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The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of contributors and do not necessarily
constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or the Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys)
Group of Advanced Motorists.
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