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`The Derwent and Hope Valleys  
Group of Advanced Motorists  

WELCOMES YOU 
 
As the UK‟s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for 

all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our 

roads.  

Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your 

driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment.  Of course, 

safety is always our top concern, but it‟s a fun and exciting experience too!  

 

Membership of our group includes: - 

 One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your 

Advanced Driving Test  

 A copy of the IAM  guide to advanced driving techniques „ 

 How to be a better driver'  

 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner  

 Written assessment of your test performance  

 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test  

 

An open invitation to:-   

Monthly Guidance sessions held on :- 

Sunday mornings, at two venues 

Evening in the summer months  

Second opinions conducted by senior observers 

Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.   

Guest speakers include 

The Highways Agency,  

Crash team investigators  

IAM Examiner 

Group organised events, recent sessions include:- 

Skid pan experience,  

Competitive tests of driving skills 

The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry 

 
 
 

For more information visit our websites 
matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk 

Facebook - Matlock IAM    Twitter - MatlockIAM 
 



   
 

 
 
 
Darley Dale charity Greenaway Workshop is putting out an SOS for more people to 
help run and support it.  
 
The workshop which has been running for 30 years provides therapeutic help for up to 
20 adults and offers a high-quality furniture restoration service in cane, rush and sea 
grass and printing services from its premises in Old School Close. It has an allotment 
where users are encouraged to plant and grow vegetables and offers a range of 
crafting sessions. It also has ambitious plans to expand its services to offer 
independent living skills (ILS) to learning disabled adults.  
 
Trustee Helen Marsh said: „We are in desperate need of more people to step up to fulfil 
vital roles on the board of trustees which manages the workshop. We employ a 
manager and have a small cohort of dedicated volunteers and while currently financially 
stable we will shortly be losing both our secretary and treasurer. With plans for our new 
ILS sessions well underway we would also like to attract more volunteers to help with 
these.‟  
 
Helen said the workshop is currently closed due to the Covid pandemic but is hoping to 
utilise the time to re-energise the organisation and attract new blood. Trustees are 
meeting monthly via Zoom at present.  
 
She said: „The workshop is a calm and restorative space with the most glorious views 
over the surrounding area and countryside all of which is hugely beneficial to users and 
anyone visiting the workshop.  
 
„We have trustees from all walks of life including those with management, media and 
legal skills along with our latest recruit, a university student volunteer who has now 
become a trustee. We are a friendly bunch and would greatly value those with 
secretarial and financial know-how to join us.  
 
„This is a critical time to try to cement the charity‟s future and we would ask anyone with 
some time to spare to email us.  You can learn more about us and what we do together 
with e mail address etc by visiting greenawayworkshop.org.uk .‟  
 
 
 

  

https://greenawayworkshop.org.uk/


 
Chairman’s Ramblings 

 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2021 and 
I wish all members and readers a happy, 
safe and healthy new year. 
 
I am not sure quite where to begin as sadly 
2021 has started worse in the grip of the 

Covid 29 pandemic than 2020 ended.  At least the light seems to 
have been switched on at the end of the long dark tunnel with the start of the vaccination 
programme and with, at the time of writing, over 4 million of the most vulnerable people having 
received a vaccination. 
 
With everything else that is or is not happening it is not surprising that we have not had any 
new associates. Similarly we have not had any passes as the Covid restrictions since last 
November have not permitted tests to be conducted. 
 
The restrictions have also meant that we have not been able to carry out any observed drives 
or rides and it remains uncertain when we will be permitted to resume on road training.  I do 
thank our associates who have had their preparations for their advanced test interrupted, and 
indeed some car associates who have not even been able to start, for their patience and can 
fully appreciate your frustration. 
 
I understand that the IAM will be automatically extending the Associate membership to 
September 2021 to those affected. 
 
Obviously all meetings and other events remain prohibited under the Covid regulations. 
 
I thank Kate who always does an excellent job producing our newsletter but especially over 
the last year it must have been even more difficult in continuing to come up with interesting 
and informative articles of particular relevance in these exceptional times we are experiencing.  
You can make Kate‟s task easier by sending her any interesting articles for including in the 
newsletter.  I know Kate is always very happy to receive them. 
 
I also thank Rachael at The Greenaway Workshop for continuing to print the newsletter.  The 
Workshop provides therapeutic occupation for up to 20 adults all with different needs. Over the 
years, with the support from volunteer staff, they have helped many adults with long term 
problems.  They provide extremely valuable support to their members who see it as a lifeline.  
The workshop is now starting to struggle with the lack of volunteers and trustees whose 
support is critical to its running and they have asked if they could place an appeal in our 
newsletter. I was, of course, pleased to help and urge anyone with a little time to offer help to 
read the appeal and give it due consideration. 
 
I sincerely hope that by April when the next newsletter is due that the position will be a little 
clearer and that we might be starting to look forward to better things ahead, only time will tell! 
 
As always I wish you safe motoring on permitted journeys. 
 
Stay safe 
Kevin J Knight - Group Chairman 
 

 

  



What does a third lockdown mean for motorists? 

With England plunged into a third national lockdown, drivers will again be wondering what it 
means for them. 

While it might be assumed that the same measures will be in place as those introduced last March 
and November, there are some 
significant differences this time 
around. 

What does a third lockdown mean 
for drivers? We have answered all 
the pressing questions motorists 
might have... 

Can I drive my car at 
all?  

Motorists are allowed to use their 
car, though only for specific reasons 
that have been approved by the 
Government as 'reasonable 
excuses', including to shop for food. 

Parents who essential- or key-workers can also drive for childcare purposes or to take their kids to 
school and motorists are also allowed behind the wheel to attend medical appointments or assist 
an elderly or vulnerable person.  

Other reasons you can drive include volunteering, taking your pet to the vets, worship and 'life 
events' such as weddings and funeral, though while adhering to separate guidance for these 
occasions. 

You can also travel to be with someone who is giving birth, to avoid injury or illness, escape 
domestic abuse and to visit someone who is dying.  

People are also allowed to drive if they are moving home.  

With schools closed during the third lockdown, only parents who are deemed key workers are 
allowed to transport their children for education purposes 

Drivers are instructed to not go for a drive with no reason but simply to get out of the house - it 
doesn't count as exercise - and should only get behind the wheel for one of the approved 
allowances listed above. 

Otherwise they could face fines if stopped by the police. However, there are big question marks 
about how this could be enforced. 

Drivers are also warned that if they do need to head out on the road, such as travelling to a 
location to travel, they should stay local, meaning avoiding leaving their village, town or the part of 
a city where they live. Motorists should also 'look to reduce the number of journeys you make 
overall', the guidance states.   

The police can take action against you if you leave home without a „reasonable excuse‟, and issue 
you with a fine (Fixed Penalty Notice) of £200 for the first offence, doubling for further offences up 
to a maximum of £6,400.  

As with the lockdown enforced from March and in November, there are no plans to close roads.  



If you do have to car share for any reason, drivers are told they and their passenger(s) should 
wear a face covering 

Can I give someone outside my household a lift? 

Motorists should also only carry passengers from their own household in their cars, or those that 
are within their support bubble. 

Because it is difficult to socially distance during car journeys, government has also outlined other 
measures motorists need to take if it is essential to give lifts. These include: 

 Share the transport with the same people each time  
 Minimise the group size at any one time  
 Open windows for ventilation  
 Travel side by side or behind other people, rather than facing them, where seating 

arrangements allow  
 Face away from each other  
 Consider seating arrangements to maximise distance between people in the vehicle 
 Clean your car between journeys using standard cleaning products - make sure you clean 

door handles and other areas that people may touch  
 Wear a face covering 

Garages will remain open as they are categorised as an essential businesses. This means 
servicing and MOTs can carry on as normal, with no need for another test exemption 

Can I still get my car serviced and MOT tested? 

Unlike the original lockdown at the beginning of last 
year, garages will remain open throughout the third 
lockdown. 

Vehicle servicing and MOT testing services are among 
those classified by government as essential businesses 
that can remain open.  

It means there will be no repeat of a MOT test extension 
period that was put in place from 30 March to 30 
September.  

Will petrol stations remain open during third lockdown? 

Petrol stations are included on the list of essential businesses that will remain open - including 
those at motorway services.  

It should be noted that motorists continue to be advised to wear gloves while filling up.  

Car washes that are attached to petrol stations will be allowed to remain open. However, hand car 
washes are closed 

Will I be able to get my car washed at a petrol station after 
filling up with fuel? 

Automatic car washes that are attached to petrol stations can remain open during this lockdown, 
though manual hand-wash locations are to be closed. 



Will I be able to buy a new car? 

Car dealers and showrooms will be forced to close during the third lockdown in England, though 
can continue to provide home deliveries and click-and-collect sales. 

This means motorists will be able to place orders for new cars online and collections will be made 
- socially distanced - outside of the dealership premises.  

Mike Hawes, chief executive of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, spoke out about 
vehicle showrooms being forced to shut during previous lockdowns and tightened restrictions. 

'Auto manufacturing must have its showrooms open; its proven safe and secure, a very different 
environment from other retail premises. We need to keep the economy turning - safely - and 
prevent wider job losses,' he said back in November. 

The National Franchised Dealers Association confirmed it had also written to the government to 
request showrooms can keep their doors ajar, with the argument that they are no different to 
garden centres, which continue to operate during lockdown. 

It argues that manufacturers and franchised networks have spent millions to introduce measures 
to allow for social distancing and to make their locations Covid-secure. 

Driving lessons and tests have been suspended for the duration of the third lockdown across the 
country 

Will driving lessons and tests be suspended again?  

Both driving lessons and tests are off-limits for the entirety of the third lockdown - including for key 
workers. Driving lessons will also not be allowed to take place. 

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) has confirmed that the restrictions on lessons 
and tests apply to Wales and Scotland, where national lockdowns are also in place.  

'We‟ll contact candidates with further information about their test as soon as possible. We will 
update you as soon as the government makes further announcements,' the agency said. 

My driving licence is about to expire - will I be able to get a 
new one? 

The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) last year extended the validity of photocard 
driving licences as it struggled to provide services to motorists with much of the Swansea-based 
workforce operating a home-working policy. 

An 11-month extension was put in place for those licences that were due to expire between 
between 1 February and 31 December 2020, however motorists with licences due to end in 2021 
will need to apply via the DVLA website.  

  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-8685813/DVLA-announces-extension-driving-licences-11-MONTHS.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/cars/article-8685813/DVLA-announces-extension-driving-licences-11-MONTHS.html


 

Effect of lock down on vehicles. 
 
Several people who have not used their vehicles for weeks or months have had problems; 
mainly with discharged batteries. This is mainly because the alarm system is draining the 
battery, and will drain it completely, over a few weeks. If a tracker is fitted, that‟s twice the 
drain. Just starting and leaving it running a few minutes does not really help. It takes about 
20 minutes driving to replace the power used to start the vehicle. Leaving it ticking 
over also doesn‟t do the engine much good as gasses build up and carbon builds up. It 
needs a good run to get up to temperature. 
 
Before using a battery charger, check your vehicle handbook for advice. Some modern 
cars have so many electrical „brains‟ that you could fry them. If charging with the battery 
still connected, avoid any boost mode, this can cause damage. Use trickle only mode. 
Some vehicles with stop start can have two batteries, so both need maintaining. Removing 
the battery for charging can also upset the electrics, and audio system, clocks etc. Made 
sure you have the radio reset code. 
 
Make sure you follow the handbook advice if using jump leads. Many vehicles have 
terminals fitted to connect to. Usually the earth terminal will be on the inner wing, and the 
positive in a spring loaded post that is pushed down to reveal the terminal. 
 
Other things worth remembering are the brakes. They may seize on in damp conditions, 
and the discs will get surface rust, which soon goes when used, but may sound rough for a 
couple of applications. Doors may stick to the door seals making it hard to open them. Tyre 
pressures still need checking, and moving the vehicle so it‟s not sitting on the same part of 
the tyre for too long is advisable. Winter is also a bad time for vehicles left standing.  
 
Rubber gets hard, so wipers need freeing off the screen before use, and seals become 
hard. Using the vehicle helps avoid this, keeps oils circulated around the engine, gearbox, 
axles and hubs. Stronger strength washer fluid helps prevent washer jets freezing. Carry 
some fluid in a bottle inside the vehicle should you run out, or the jets freeze, you can 
splash some on the screen to clear it. 
 
I know many people who will go shopping in their car and go a longer route just to give 
their car a run, I do. Switch auxiliaries off when not needed. Heated seats, screens, air 
conditioning and lights take a lot of power. Switch them all off before stopping the engine, 
so they are not coming on before you start it next time. Make sure the wipers are in the 
park position too. If they are still switched on and freeze to the windscreen, as soon as you 
switch the ignition on they will activate, and can blow a fuse or damage the motor or 
mechanism. Free the blades before use. Clear ice off the screen before using the wipers, 
as ice will damage the edge of the blade. 
 
Wind the windows down occasionally as they can also stick, and try and get some fresh air 
into the vehicle to avoid dampness. 
 
As we are using our vehicle far less, it is well worth thinking how you can avoid problems 
that may arise, and cause issues when you next need it.                                
 
Bill Storey 
 

  



 

Effects of Lockdown. 
 
This last few months has meant less time driving or riding for many, including me. 
Not driving much for work or pleasure means my concentration levels seem to have 
dropped a bit. Many of us are in a type of limbo and are just muddling through. 
 
I had to take my son into hospital in Sheffield a couple of days ago for a pre 
arranged operation on his wrist and elbow, meaning he couldn‟t drive himself. He 
had to be there for 7am, so I was up very early to get to Chesterfield to collect him. 
So an unusual time for me these days, and to top it off, it had snowed the day before 
and frozen hard overnight, and there was freezing fog in places. 
 
I planned. I covered my windscreen to reduce scraping in the morning. I made sure 
my lights were clear of frost too.  I allowed far longer for the journey knowing the 
roads would be icy and visibility poor. I wasn‟t wrong. It was all the poor conditions 
in one. I took my time, slow progress but smooth and anticipating the places I knew 
were prone to ice. Windscreen washers soon froze, with -4c temperatures, but when 
I arrived at my son‟s, some warm water soon solved that. 
 
The journey was uneventful, but conditions worsened as we got nearer Sheffield, 
with much more snow and ice on the roads. Keeping to as many major routes as I 
could, but eventually we had to go on streets that were atrocious. Frozen snow and 
icy strips where vehicles had compacted the snow. Change of mindset, slow right 
down, read the road for keeping moving and noting passing places etc.  I‟m lucky, I 
can select automatic 4 wheel drive, and I have chunkier tyres fitted which give great 
grip. Thankfully as it was early we met very little traffic and kept rolling, arriving well 
in time.  
 
I went back the same route until I got on the road to Bakewell via Owler Bar. The 
roads and visibility were worse there than anywhere else I had been that morning. I 
even saw an Audi going slow!  
 
It certainly made me concentrate hard, and I was tired when I got home. The return 
journey was less arduous, as visibility was better, it was daylight and some of the 
roads had improved, but still below freezing. As there was more traffic, there was 
more spray onto the windscreen and rear window, so plenty of washer fluid used, 
and topped up when I got home. 
 
 I felt the effects of the journeys far more than I would usually, and I put it down to 
not being on the road as much. So plan any journeys well, and realise this lock 
down is taking its effects in many ways we may not expect. 
 
Bill Storey 
  



 

Positioning 
 

The correct positioning on the approach to 
any hazard is very important. Not only does 
it give you a greater margin of safety, it 
enables you to assess the hazard more 
easily, and it also indicates to other road 
users your intention. This sometimes means 
you do not need to signal, but I will cover 
that later. 
 
By positioning your vehicle correctly, you will 

be able to obtain the best view into the hazard, and in so doing you will be able to 
see as much as possible and therefore be able to plan how you are to negotiate the 
hazard. I will cover some examples, which are by no means an exhaustive list. 
 
Parked cars – if approaching a single parked car on your side of the road, move out 
early towards the centre line, if safe to do so. This will enable you to see past the car 
to see if there is another hazard in front of it. Your position will warn following drivers 
that there is a hazard ahead so you may not need to indicate to pass it. It also 
indicates to approaching drivers what you intend to do, and invariably they will move 
slightly to their left, thus increasing the gap available, and may enable you to pass 
without having to stop to allow them to come through. 
 
If however the parked car is just round a bend, or you are unable to pull out early, it 
may require a signal from you to warn following drivers of the hazard. 
 
If you are passing a line of parked vehicles on your side of the road, you should 
ideally give them an open car doors gap as you pass. Not possible in many 
situations, so all you can do is slow down, take extra care by looking for signs that a 
car door may open or a vehicle is pulling out – indicators, brake lights, exhaust 
showing car is running, look in their wing mirrors can you see anyone in the driver‟s 
seat? 
 
If there is a long line of cars parked, for example Chatsworth Road at Rowsley, and 
the road has bends and is narrow, all you can do is slow right down, keep tucked in 
as best you can and judge speeds of approaching traffic and the availability of 
passing places. 
 
Too often you see drivers moving into a reducing gap with no passing place free, 
whereas if they held back traffic coming the other way could pass freely, opening up 
the road sooner allowing traffic to flow. 
 
If there is a car parked just before a bend, move over to get the best view before the 
bend, and if clear, carry out the overtake smartly to reduce the time exposed to 
danger. Use your indicator in these circumstances, even if there is no one obviously 
about, as this may help if another vehicle comes round the bend, it will enable the 
driver to assess what you are doing a split second sooner. 
 



 
Positioning for roundabouts is not a simple as it used to be, due to the increase in 
lane markings and traffic light control.  It is not easy to explain how to position for 
roundabouts any better than the Highway Code explains it. We will cover this again 
at one of our training evenings. 
 
Motorcyclists need to position to give other road users a clear view of them, as well 
as for them to assess hazards. One term I like is „making myself look big‟ in other 
words bringing myself to the notice of others, generally by giving others a full view of 
myself, not partially obstructed. I also try to move side to side a little to make myself 
more obvious rather than just a head on view. 
 
Positioning for overtakes can sometimes be contrary to the usual positioning for 
bends. If following a large vehicle on a bendy road, rather than move out to the 
centre line on a left hand bend, move in to the left and have a look up the nearside 
of the vehicle. You will often get a better view of the road ahead and possibly 
enough information to enable a quick overtake if the road is clear. The same applies 
on right hand bends but move in to the left at get a view round the bend which 
combined with a closer position behind the large vehicle may enable you to get an 
early view round the bend and again a quick overtake. 
 
Always remember the benefits of a drop back position behind large vehicles, this 
enables you to see much more than being right behind it. Motorcyclists will also drop 
back just in case the lorry straddles debris in the road. There is nothing worse than 
being behind a vehicle and suddenly there is a sizeable stone in the road which it 
has passed over. I try to position to the right rear of a lorry so the driver can see me 
in his mirror, and I am in his tyre track. I can then adjust my distance behind him 
from the follow to the overtake position quite easily. 
 
There are many other examples of good positioning, and I urge everyone to look out 
for our training sessions, as this is the type of thing we cover in some detail. 
 
Bill Storey                      Chief Observer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Helping with my daughter’s maths homework on decimalisation is causing fractions in 
the family 
 
Did you know that the racehorse "Dusty Carpet" has never been beaten! 
 
Just sold my homing pigeon on eBay 
For the fourth time 
 
Unable to get the hang of my new Womble coffee grinder. 
Everything seems to come out underground or overground. 
 
I can’t stand it when people use a big word when a diminutive one would suffice. 
 



 
Observation Links 

 

Observation is one if not the most important part of driving.  What we see (hear, feel 
and smell) enables us to formulate our driving plan. It is based on what we can see, 
what we cannot see and what we may reasonably expect. 
 
There are often many little clues which give us an idea of what to expect, and 
therefore giving us an advantage and improving our own safety. The obvious ones 
are- 
 
When following a bus and you see a passenger stand up. This usually means the 
bus will pull in at the next stop, so we can drop back a little, put ourselves in a 
position to see the bus stop and approaching traffic so we can pass the bus when it 
stops, if safe to do so. 
 
If driving on a bus route and there are no people at the bus stop. Has the bus just 
picked them up, will you catch up further down the road? 
 
Wheelie bins, or recycle bins on the footpath. Expect the bin lorry to be about, 
workmen crossing the road with heavy bins. If the bins are neatly left on the 
footpaths then the bin lorry may not have been. If they are scattered about then the 
bin lorry has been. 
 
Fresh horse muck on the road, is there a horse and rider further along the road? 
 
Muddy tyre marks coming out of a field gateway. Which way are they leading, will 
you catch the tractor and trailer up. What state will the road surface be in when wet! 
 
Supermarket car park entrances, pub car parks and similar places, expect extra 
vehicle movement, in and out. 
 
Schools – especially at times children are arriving and leaving. They may be in a 
hurry and not thinking about the road. Will the parents let them into and out of the 
vehicle on the footpath side or let them go into the road. 
School buses – the doors are usually at the front so expect children to run round the 
front of the vehicle.  
 
Older children tend to mess about when in groups and can suddenly come onto the 
carriageway. 
 
Emergency vehicles on blue lights, expect another!  
 
Cyclists – now there are so many pot holes, expect cyclists to swerve around them 
and come into the carriageway more.  
 
There are many more, perhaps you can think of some and share them with us. 
 
Bill Storey  



 

High levels of coronavirus build up inside a car in 
just15 minutes 

Airborne coronavirus particles in a car can build up to concerning levels in just a 
quarter of an hour if the windows are not opened, a study has found.  

They can linger for almost four 
hours but opening all the 
windows is the most effective 
way to ensure adequate 
ventilation and reduce risk of 
transmission if either the 
passenger or driver is infected.  

However, if this is not possible in 
the frigid and damp winter 
months, opening just two 
windows can significantly reduce 
risk.  

The best arrangement, according to computer simulations, is for the passenger to sit 
diagonally behind the driver and open the rear driver's side window as well as the 
one on the front passenger's side.  

Medical officials warn against getting into a car with someone who is not from your 
household, but if you have to, precautions are encouraged.  

Many rideshare and taxi companies now mandate masks, restrict passenger 
numbers per trip and have installed barriers between the front and the back.  

But ventilation to reduce the number of circulating infectious particles produced by a 
Covid-19 sufferer is a powerful weapon in lowering transmission risk.  

Dr Varghese Mathai, a physicist from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, led 
an investigation into how effective opening certain windows in a car can be.  

Medical officials warn against getting into a car with someone who is not from your 
household, but if you have to, precautions are encouraged.  

Many rideshare and taxi companies now mandate masks, restrict passenger 
numbers per trip and have installed barriers between the front and the back.  

But ventilation to reduce the number of circulating infectious particles produced by a 
Covid-19 sufferer is a powerful weapon in lowering transmission risk.  

  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/coronavirus/index.html


Electric cars shock:  
Manufacturing green vehicles churns out more CO2 than making 

fuel models 

Manufacturing electric vehicles generates 63 per cent more carbon dioxide than making petrol or 
diesel models, damning research has found. It means some zero-emission vehicles have to be 
driven for almost 50,000 miles before they are as 'green' as cars powered by fossil fuels. 

The revelation threatens to undermine the Prime Minister's 
plan to achieve net zero emissions by banning sales of 
new petrol and diesel cars from 2030. 

And they suggest the green transport revolution could 
dramatically increase emissions as electric vehicle 
production ramps up ahead of the switch. 

Manufacturing electric vehicles generates 63 per cent 
more carbon dioxide than making petrol or diesel models, 
damning research has found. Pictured: A Volkswagen e-
Golf (file photo) 

The report found the production of an all-electric Polestar 
2 – owned by Volvo – generates 24 tons of carbon dioxide, 

compared with 14 tons for a petrol-engine Volvo XC40.  

The study, commissioned by Honda, Aston Martin, Bosch and McLaren, says: 'You would have to 
drive 48,700 miles in a Polestar 2 before its carbon footprint becomes smaller than a Volvo XC40. 
Similar results have been shown by studies conducted by Volkswagen comparing the e-Golf 
against the diesel Golf.' 

The study's authors say the results prove electric vehicles are 'no silver bullet' in helping the UK 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. They suggest ministers should instead focus on reducing 
emissions in the vehicle production process.  

In a foreword to the report, Labour MP Matt Western, chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Motor Group, said: 'While a clear and achievable target for ending the sale of petrol and diesel 
cars is vital for the industry to prepare for a managed transition to a cleaner future, we should not 
be fooled into thinking this alone will solve the problem. We need to address the decarbonisation 
of both vehicle and fuel to have any real hope of meeting our CO2 reduction ambitions.' 

Though supportive of a green switch, auto bosses fear the 2030 date is overly ambitious at a time 
when electric vehicles account for just 0.3 per cent of cars on Britain's roads. High upfront costs 
and a lack of chargers on residential roads have been blamed for stagnating demand, with zero-
emission cars still considered a luxury by many households. 

The bosses of BMW and Honda Europe are among senior industry leaders who have criticised the 
ban as poorly thought through. 

AA President Edmund King said the 2030 date was 'incredibly ambitious' and called for 
'considerable investment' in charging infrastructure and incentive grants to drive sales. 

Prices for electric vehicles start at around £30,000, although they are getting cheaper. A big 
incentive is the Government's plug-in car grant, which gives buyers of all-electric cars costing up to 
£50,000 a £3,000 discount until 2023. 

  



 

Minor Infringement Fines 

MPs have reiterated their controversial plans to hand local authorities across the 
country powers to fine motorists who commit minor traffic offences. 

The change to the Traffic Management Act 2004 is set to bring the whole of England 
in line with London, where local transport officials already use automatic number 
plate recognition cameras to dish out more than a million penalty notices every year 
to those committing moving traffic contraventions.  

These include offences such as driving in cycle lanes, failing to adhere to one-way 
systems and no-entry signs, entering yellow-box junctions and failing to give priority 
to oncoming traffic, with fines dished out by cash-hungry councils amounting to as 
much as £130. 

 

 

Cash cow: The Department for Transport has again reiterated its plans to hand 
powers to councils to enforce minor traffic offences, such as stopping in yellow-box 
junctions 

When asked in the House of Commons about what progress the Department for 
Transport is making on bringing forward the legislative proposals to enable local 
authorities to enforce moving traffic contraventions, Transport Minister Rachel 
Maclean said it will be months before local authorities are given the green light to 
sting motorists with fines. 

'The moving traffic enforcement powers under Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act 
2004 require a set of statutory instruments to be made covering enforcement, level 
of penalties, financial provisions, approved devices, adjudication and 
representations and appeals,' she explained last week. 

 

  



Just  a Biker 
 
I saw you pull your child closer when we passed each other on the pavement. 
But you didn't see me playing Santa at the local village hall. 
 
I saw you roll up your window and shake your head when I drove by. 
But you didn't see me driving behind you when you flicked your cigarette butt out of the car 
window. 
 
I saw you frown at me when I smiled at your children. 
But you didn't see me when I used my only time off work to run toys to the homeless. 
 
I saw you roll your eyes at our leather coats and gloves. 
But you didn't see me and my brothers and sisters donate our old coats and gloves to 
those that had none. 
 
I saw you look in fright at my tattoos. 
But you didn't see me cry as my children were born and have their name written over and 
in my heart. 
 
I saw you change lanes while rushing off to go somewhere. 
But you didn't see me going home to be with my family. 
 
I saw you complain about how loud and noisy our bikes can be. 
But you didn't see me when you were changing the CD and drifted into my lane. 
 
I saw you turn around shouting at your kids in the back seat of your car. 
But you didn't see me pat my child's hands, knowing he was safe behind me. 
 
I saw you reading your texts as you drove down the road. 
But you didn't see me squeeze my partner‟s leg when she told me to take the next turn. 
 
I saw you race down the road in the rain. 
But you didn't see me get soaked to the skin so my son could have the car to go on his 
date. 
 
I saw you run the yellow light just to save a few minutes of time. 
But you didn't see me trying to turn right. 
 
I saw you cut me off because you needed to be in the lane I was in. 
But you didn't see me leave the road. 
 
I saw you waiting impatiently for my friends to pass. 
But you didn't see me, I wasn't there. 
 
I saw you go home to your family. 
But you didn't see me. Because, I died that day you cut me off. 
 
I WAS JUST A BIKER. A person with friends and a family. But you never really saw me did 
you?............ 
 
Thanks to Ray Parker  

  



 
SERIOUS LOCKDOWN ADVICE 

 
Everyone, PLEASE be careful because people are going crazy from being locked 
down at home! 
 
I was just talking about this with the microwave and the toaster while drinking my 
tea, and we all agreed that things are getting worse. 
 
I didn‟t mention any of this to the washing machine because she puts a different spin 
on EVERYTHING!! Certainly couldn‟t share with the fridge cause he‟s been acting 
cold and distant! 
 
In the end, the iron 
straightened me out! She said 
the situation isn‟t all that 
pressing, and all the wrinkles 
will soon get ironed out! 
 
The vacuum, however, was 
very unsympathetic…told me 
to just suck it up! But the fan 
was VERY optimistic and 
gave me hope that it will all 
blow over soon! 
 
The toilet looked a bit flushed 
but didn‟t say anything when I 
asked its opinion, but the front 
door said I was becoming 
unhinged, and the doorknob 
told me to get a grip!! You can 
just about guess what the 
curtains told me: they told me 
to “pull myself together!” 
 
 
 
 
 

We will survive!!                     Pass it on - gotta keep the humor!� 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A man was sitting working at his computer when there was a knock at his front 
door.The caller said “I have just been made redundant but I don‟t want to go to the 
job centre, so I am knocking on peoples doors to see if they want any jobs done. 
 
Homeowner said “Well yes I have been wanting to paint the porch round the back, 
but I never seem to have the time for it, if you would like to do that for me? I can‟t 
come round and show you because I am busy on the computuer, but if you go and 
open the back door, you will find a tin of paint and a brush. Then when you have 
done, come back round and knock on the front door again and I will have a look at 
what you have done and if I am happy with it I will pay you. 
 
A few hours later there was a knock on the fron door again, and the caller said “I 
have painted your Porshe, but why did you want your car painting? It looked 
immacullate in it‟s original colour!” 
 
 
A wealthy Australian sheep farmer walked into a Rolls Royce dealer‟s in Sydney and 
bought a new Rolls Royce which he paid for in cash.  
He said to the salesman “I wantyou to fit one of those glass partitions between the 
driiiver and the backseat passengers. 
Salesman “sorry sir, we don‟t fit those any more, there is no longer any call for them” 
 
“Listen mate” said the farmer “when I‟m drivin this car back home on me farm, I don‟t 
want non of them stupid sheep driblin down the back of me neck!” 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Venues 

 
Outdoor Guidance 

 
 
 

Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park 

Second Sunday in month10.00am 

 
McDonald‟s 43 Bakewell Road Matlock DE4 3AU car park - area to the right 

Third Sunday in month 10.00am 
 

Indoor 

 
(Winter Programme October-April Summer Programme May-Sept) 

 
Duke William. 91 Church Street Matlock  DE4 3BZ 

First Tues in month 7.30pm 

 
See Diary dates for details or our web site 

 
https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/ 

 
 

  

McDonald’s 

Matlock DE4 3AU  

Stoney  

Middleton 

Baslow 

Chatsworth 

A 619 

A 6 

A 6 

Kelstedge 

Rowsley 

Sainsburys Island  

Matlock Crown Sq 

Bakewell 

A 632 

B 6001 

B 6012 

A 619 

A 623 

Duke William 

Matlock DE4 3BZ 

B 5057 

To Matlock Bath  

A6 

To Chesterfield 

A 625 

A 621 

Darley  

Dale 

Eyre Arms  

Calver  S32 3XH  

https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/


 
 

GROUP COMMITTEE 2020 - 2021 

Group Secretary Bill Storey 01629 812732 

2 Wye Bank, Bakewell, Derbyshire. DE45 1BH 

matlockdhv1@btinternet.com  

 
GROUP OFFICERS 

 

Chairman      Kevin Knight 01629 584142  knightowls@btopenworld.com  
Vice Chairman      Ian Revill 01629 593684 

Group Secretary   Bill Storey 01629 812732 

Group Treasurer   Ann Barry 01629 540599 

     The Lodge King‟s Hill, Brassington, Matlock DE4 4HA 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Guidance (Matlock  Iain Harwood 01629 55563 mail@minandiain.org.uk  
Guidance (Mbk)   Keith Pearce 01629 57828 

Guidance (Hope)   Kate Froggatt 01623 644047 

Training Officer (Mbk) Geoff Salt 07977 726529  gsalt100@btopenworld.com         
Newsletter Distn.  Kevin Knight 
Committee    David Graham. Keith Seaton.  

Web Designer    Jim McCulloch  : 07951944780: jamesmmcc@hotmail.co.uk 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kate Froggatt 4, Tennyson Street, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PN 

     01623 644047 katefroggatt@talktalk.net  

 
Data Protection Act. 

Details which members have supplied to the Group are held on a database for 
the club‟s own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please 

inform the Secretary, in writing. 
 

The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of contributors and do not necessarily 
constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or the Matlock (Derwent and Hope Valleys) 

Group of Advanced Motorists.  
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