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`The Derwent and Hope Valleys
Group of Advanced Motorists
WELCOMES YOU
As the UK’s leading road safety charity, we are dedicated to increasing skills for
all road users, raising driving and riding standards and helping to save lives on our
roads.
Becoming part of the IAM, in whatever capacity, is a great way to enhance your
driving and riding skills in an enjoyable and educational environment. Of course,
safety is always our top concern, but it’s a fun and exciting experience too!

Membership of our group includes:  One to one guidance sessions providing full preparation for your
Advanced Driving Test
 A copy of the IAM guide to advanced driving techniques ‘
 How to be a better driver'
 Advanced Test conducted by qualified IAM examiner
 Written assessment of your test performance
 IAM Certificate on passing the Advanced Driving test

An open invitation to:Monthly Guidance sessions held on :Sunday mornings, at two venues
Evening in the summer months
Second opinions conducted by senior observers
Evening training sessions held indoors during the winter months.
Guest speakers include
The Highways Agency,
Crash team investigators
IAM Examiner
Group organised events, recent sessions include:Skid pan experience,
Competitive tests of driving skills
The road from the cab of a 40 ton lorry
For more information visit our websites
matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk

Facebook - Matlock IAM

Twitter - MatlockIAM

Congratulations on
passing your test
IAM MEMBERSHIP

Associate

Observer

Carl Edwards M/C
Joe Heath

Rob Jones
Alan Roberts

Martin Knighton
with Keith
Pearce receiving
his certificate
from Kevin at a
recent Observer
training event

IMI Local Observer – Car
Martin Knighton

Welcome to the group
Associates
Keith Bailey
Neale Clarke M/C
Ian Kingman M/C
Darren Skidmore M/C

Adam Jeffery M/C
Helen Martin M/C
Andrew Topliss M/C

Chairman’s Ramblings
As usual the year is flying by and it is time for the third
newsletter of the year.
I suppose a good indication as to how the years
quickly pass by is that we are celebrating Her Majesty
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and I must confess to
remembering the coronation on 2 June 1953!
I was very saddened to hear that Darren Maskill had
died very suddenly and have written a short obituary
later in this newsletter.
We were finally able to have an AGM after the previous two had to be postponed
due to COVID although we did manage one of sorts via e mail.
I am pleased to say that all officers and committee members agreed to and were
re-elected. However, we are all getting older and we really need some interest
from the new younger generation to ensure the future. Ann Barry has said that
she is definitely quitting her role as Treasurer at the net AGM. So we will certainly
need a new treasurer. Ann has said that it is not particularly onerous and is happy
to mentor anyone interested. So anyone interested in any of the essential posts,
in order to safeguard the future, please come forward even if only for an informal
chat to learn what is involved.
Keith Seaton has agreed to ease Bill’s burden and will become the Group’s Chief
Observer for Bikes. So thanks to Keith. Bill will remain as the Group Chief
Examiner for Cars for the present.
I welcome the new associates to the group, and in the case of Keith Bailey
welcome back. I am sure they will find their preparations for the test both a
rewarding and enjoyable experience.
I congratulate Carl Edwards, Bike and Joe Heath, Car who recently passed their
advanced test and thank Rob Jones and Alan Roberts their respective observers.
I also congratulate Martin Knighton who having recently passed his test has now
gone on to qualify as an IMI Local observer car.
Congratulations to Rob Jones who has recently been signed off as a Blood Bike
rider and joins a number of other members who ride for this very worthy
organisation.
We are booked in for the Crich Classic Motorcycle event again on Sunday 3rd
July. This is an all day event and we take the gazebo. The Upright / biker down
team will be standing alongside us.
On Saturday 16th July, Keith Seaton has arranged for us to stand outside
MYMOTO, at Clay Cross (opposite CMC), for a few hours.

Bill will send out a volunteer request nearer the dates, but if you are interested,
please pencil into your diary now.
Attendance at the Guidance sessions continues to be very disappointing and on
some occasions the attendance is nil.
At the current time:Matlock Sunday Guidance will continue on the third Sunday of each month
Calver Sunday Guidance will continue on the second Sunday of each month
March to October with no Sunday Guidance November to February.
Monday meetings will be on the second Monday of each month at The Duke
William. October to April will be indoor events. May to September we will meet on
the car park for associates to go out with Observers etc, and anyone else can go
inside and have a chat.
As always I wish you safe motoring.
Kevin J Knight – Group Chairman

Obituary
Darren Maskill
It is with great sorrow that I have to report the sudden
death of Darren Maskill.
Sadly Darren was only 59 and died suddenly from a
ruptured aorta. There is only a private cremation but
Denise is planning some commemoration at a later date.
Darren had been a member of the group since 2014 and
following passing his test, his observer being Charlie
Parkes, he went on to be a local IMI observer – car. Having recently retired he
had wanted to become more involved with the group.
Sadly Darren did not have the time to achieve this and even more importantly was
unable to fulfil what ever plans he had for a happy retirement with his wife Denise.
David Graham who did some observer training with Darren echoed my and I am
sure many members thoughts of Darren when he said “I always found him to be a
thoughtful and kind man, with a good sense of humour too”.
I know you will all join me in sending condolences to Denise at this very sad time
for her.
Darren will be sorely missed.

Upcoming event Monday 13 June 7:30 Duke William
Starkhomes DE4 3BZ - Examiner Paul Barker
On Monday 13 June we have the rearranged talk by IAM Examiner Paul Barker
who will be giving a talk and answering questions. Paul is an examiner for both
bikes and cars and has a wealth of experience. His presentation will be of benefit
to both associates, observers and members so it really is an event not to be
missed.
Paul has Been:➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

an IAM member since 1994 and an Examiner in 2012
a Police officer for 33 years.
a qualified Forensic Collision Investigator and Senior Investigator.
on traffic off and on for about 15 years.
done driving courses at Hendon (Met), Greater Manchester Police, and
Derbyshire
➢ The only driving category I don’t have is PCV and of course tank.
➢ I’m an IAM Examiner for cars, motorcycle and commercial vehicles.
➢ I’m T-PAC and pursuit management trained and VIP motorcycle trained and
have done a number of VIP escorts. I’ve also done a number of cycle race
escorts all over the country
We don’t have many opportunities to have an Examiner come give us a talk so
hopefully we can have a really good attendance to support Paul's visit.
Obviously you will be free to ask questions on the night. However if anyone has
any specific questions that you think will be of interest to yourself and other
members for both cars and Bikes you can e mail them to Geoff Salt in advance..
Let’s tap into his knowledge and experience.
Questions will be forwarded onto Paul.
gsalt100@btopenworld.com

Five Highway Code facts you probably didn’t know

Anyone with a driving licence will probably remember the broad principles of the
code and the most important rules either from the Code and their driving test,
there are lots of useful and important tips that get forgotten.
Here are five interesting facts that you probably don’t know and that may just give
you the spark to pick up a copy and see what else you’ve forgotten.
1. The difference between ‘should’ and ‘must’
Before you even get to the rules the introduction of The Highway Code points out
one of the most important facts. The book contains an amazing amount of
information with some points being advice and others being legal requirements.
As the Code states: “Many of the rules in the Code are legal requirements, and if
you disobey these rules you are committing a criminal offence. You may be fined,
given penalty points on you licence or be disqualified from driving. In the most
serious cases you may be sent to prison.”
To make it ultra-clear which rules are legal requirements, they are labelled with
the words ‘MUST’ or ‘MUST NOT’, in capitals and in bold.
The guide goes on to point out: “Although failure to comply with the other rules of
the Code will not, in itself, cause a person to be prosecuted, The Highway Code

may be used in court proceedings under the Traffic Acts to establish liability. This
includes rules which use advisory wording ‘should/should not’ or ‘do/do not’.”
Consider yourself warned.
2. Who can stop your vehicle
We all know the police have the authority to stop your
vehicle. And they’ll do this, where possible by
attracting your attention with their lights, siren or horn
and directing you to pull over by pointing to the side of
the road and/or using their left indicator. “You MUST
then pull over and stop as soon as it is safe to do so.”
You then also have to switch off your engine.
However, the police aren’t the only authority that can pull your vehicle over; Driver
and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) officers also have the power to stop you.
DVSA officers will do this in the same way the police will. Interestingly, The
Highway Code does not say that you have to turn off your engine in this case.
3. Using your horn
Some rules aren’t as clear-cut as others and how and
when you can use your horn is one of them.
You may know that you should never sound your horn
“aggressively” or as a rebuke and you should only use it
as a warning to other road users of your presence. But
did you know, according to the code you “MUST NOT
use your horn while stationary on the road” or “when
driving in a built up area between the hours of 11:30pm
and 7:00am”?
That’s clear, but it goes on to say: “except when another road user poses a
danger”.
In that case you’ll have to use your own judgement.
4. Slow moving traffic
There’s a fair amount of advice in The Highway Code
about what to do in slow moving traffic, some of it’s
obvious, such as never getting too close to the car in
front and not changing lanes to the left to undertake.
But there are two points that seem to get ignored.
Firstly you should “leave enough space to be able to
manoeuvre if the vehicle in front breaks down or an
emergency vehicle needs to get past”. And secondly, leave enough room to “allow
access into and from side roads as blocking these will add to congestion”.

5. Parking near junctions
This author’s favourite point (mainly because he
observes it on a daily basis) is where you should not
park, specifically “opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet)
of a junction, except in an authorised parking space”.
The Highway Code also says drivers should not park
“near the brow of a hill or hump bridge”, opposite a
traffic island or another parked vehicle, on a bend,
“where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered mobility
vehicles” and “in front of an entrance to a property”.

Chairman’s Report for the AGM – dated 11 March 2022
I welcome and thank you all for coming along to the first AGM since April 2019
little did we know then what world changing events would take place in less than
12 months.
I thank Bill for once again taking the chair for this AGM.
Most importantly I thank all the Officers and Committee Members not only for what
they have done but also for staying on for a further period during the pandemic. I
am also pleased to note that they have all also offered to stand for re-election.
Also very importantly I thank all the local and national observers for all their
dedication in preparing associates for their advanced test.
Without you all voluntarily giving up your time the group would fold and cease to
exist.
I congratulate all those who have passed their test since the last AGM and also
welcome all the new associates.
It was a very difficult time with us being unable to have social and guidance
meetings, no car observing and bike observing on and off as the rules were
relaxed and then tightened as the grip of the pandemic changed. It was the
motorcyclists who kept the group ticking over. I thank everyone for staying with
us.
I do unfortunately see some lean times ahead as the IAM have increased the cost
of the Skill for Life courses to £175 from £149 and we have also been advised by
bike safe that they are unable to offer any subsidies for bikers.
We do still have 3 £50 subsidies for anyone under 26 who wish to take the SFL
course and this will be payable upon applying for the test but it is not dependant
upon passing.
All of this is of course on the back of unprecedented increases in fuel prices.
We are always happy to promote the groups work and objectives by offering talks
to local organisations and once again I urge all members to continue spreading
the word and promote the group. Your recommendation has to be the best
publicity. If anyone has any ideas as to how we might increase the number of new
associates please let us know.
We continue to offer our extended drive check of up to four hours. This can be
used either as a general stand alone assessment improver session or as an
extension to the free assessment drive for those not fully sure and want a little bit
more to decide whether to sign up for the full course. The extended drive check
fee of £20 for car or £25 for bike is, of course, refunded if they do decide to do the
full course, which I am pleased to say a number have. As with the full associates
we can always do with more so once again I ask members to spread the word.

It is always gratifying when associates stay on and become observers and I am
pleased that we have had some new observers. Anyone wishing to become an
observer can be assured that they will receive full training and support.
We were finally able to recommence indoor meetings last October and started off
with a very enjoyable informal social evening where members could get back
together and enjoy a chat over some sandwiches and cake – I mustn’t forget the
cake!
We subsequently had a training evening and the annual photographic quiz. Due to
increased Covid rates we did cancel the January and February meetings but then
back on track in March. Bill prepared the quiz but was unable to present it due to
sucuming to the dreaded lurgy. There was a further hiccup when we all turned up
at the Duke William it was closed! However the night was saved by Keith and
Maiki Pearce and we all went up to their house in Riber and had a good evening
with Iain, Darren and Carl being the winners. The January meeting was to have
been a talk by IAM bike and car examiner Paul Barker and this has been
rearranged for Monday 13 June here at the Duke William.
In order to bring some consistency we will now be meeting here at the Duke
William on the second Monday Night of every month. The winter programme
October to April will be in the upstairs room and speakers etc as now. Through
the summer months we will still meet here but the room will only be booked
occasionally, if and when we have an actual event. On other nights observed runs
will be organised and/or a social chat or other talks in the bar.
Whilst talking about our winter programme Bill is always pleased to receive
suggestions or offers of help in arranging future events or speakers so if anyone
can assist and take some of the work off Bill's shoulders don’t be shy.
Attendance at Sunday guidance has been very poor particularly in Calver when
very often Bill has been “Billy No mates”. At a recent observer training event it
was discussed as to whether we should continue with these and finally the
consensus was that we should continue at the present time with Matlock as now
and Calver through the summer and to see how things go,
We normally at the AGM present the John Fry award which is awarded annually to
a member who has made a significant contribution to the group. The award is to
the memory of John Fry who was responsible for the group’s existence.
However the last recipient was Tommy Thorpe who over the years has been an
observer and also been a regular attendee at meetings. Organised various events
and transported the gazebo etc and always been there. As Tommy was only able
to receive the award at the October meeting it has been decided that he should
continue as the recipient for this year.
That concludes my ramblings for this AGM so finally once again thank you to all
those involved with the Group, the membership as a whole for supporting us and
the officers, committee members and observers and as always I wish you all safe
motoring in the future. Kevin J Knight

Supermarket petrol quality: what you need to know
Filling up at your local supermarket petrol station can often be cheaper than
choosing an oil company’s forecourt. But should you be worried about exactly
what’s going in your tank?

Branded petrol from oil company garages is often dearer than supermarket
petrol. But is there any benefit to choosing more expensive petrol, or is it
exactly the same as cheaper unleaded?
Unless you’ve made the switch to an electric car (or hydrogen fuel-cell vehicle),
the regular schlep to a petrol station is an inescapable and expensive drawback of
owning a car.
When it comes to reducing costs, opting for cheaper supermarket unleaded is a
convenient way for you to save a few pounds every time you fill up. But should
you be concerned about the quality of the fuel you’re using?
The short answer is no. All unleaded fuel sold in the UK conforms to the same
British Standards, so you shouldn’t consider supermarket fuel to be below par.
However, there are small differences between fuels. These could offer subtle
benefits, depending on what sort of car you drive. Read on to find out more

Supermarket vs branded unleaded

The key difference between different brands of fuel is the type and amount of
performance additives that are added to the base unleaded fuel.
These include:
1. Detergents, which can prevent or even reverse the build-up of deposits on
sensitive engine components
2. Friction modifiers, which lubricate the engine’s combustion chambers,
reducing wear
The specific formula of performance additives added to each brand’s unleaded is
proprietary to each producer, although even cheap supermarket fuel will contain
them.
‘Super’ unleaded products typically have greater amounts of performance
additives added.

What is unleaded petrol?

There are three key components that make up a litre of unleaded fuel:
1. Hydrocarbons
A blend of non-aromatic, aromatic and olefinic hydrocarbons makes up base
unleaded fuel, known in the industry as BOB (blendstock for oxygenate blending).
The specific blend of hydrocarbons controls the fuel’s specific chemical properties,
ensuring it’s suitable for use in internal combustion engines.
Hydrocarbons can also be used to alter the octane rating of petrol (for instance,
increasing it for super unleaded products).
2. Ethanol
To help the UK meet mandatory renewable fuel targets, petrol includes a specified
amount of ethanol, which can be produced from crops or waste.
In 2021, the proportion of ethanol in unleaded rose to 10% (labelled as E10),
further helping to reduce vehicle emissions. While the older 5% ethanol petrol
(labelled E5) continues to be sold to cater for older cars, it's usually available only
as high-octane super unleaded (mor e on this in a moment).

3. Additives
Aside from performance additives, which help increase engine longevity,
operation additives are also added to all unleaded fuel. These include
antioxidants, which ensure the fuel reaches your local forecourt from the refinery
as intended.

Should I buy high-octane 'super' unleaded?

Aside from typically higher levels of performance additives, the key difference
between regular and ‘super unleaded’ is its higher octane rating.
 In the UK, normal unleaded is rated at 95 RON (Research Octane Number)
 Whereas super unleaded is normally between 97 to 99 RON.
Essentially this means the super-unleaded fuel can be compressed more in an
engine without prematurely igniting. Using normal unleaded in cars requiring
higher octane fuel can cause engine knock - where the fuel fires before the
completion of the compression cycle (you may hear it as a 'ping').
There’s no harm in using super unleaded, even if high octane isn't recommended.
But you’re unlikely to detect any benefit unless your car specifically requires it –
normally very high-performance and some imported vehicles.
So unless you own one of these cars, you may as well save your money and buy
normal unleaded instead. Our research into fuel costs has previously revealed
that supermarkets are the cheapest place to buy fuel.
All cars sold in the UK will run on regular 95 RON petrol. But check your car’s
handbook or the label inside the fuel filler cap to find out if high-octane fuel is
recommended.
Some super-unleaded products also claim to boost fuel economy. But given that
they are typically 10 to 15p per litre more expensive, you’ll see greater gains by
adopting a gentler driving style.

Drivers increasingly avoiding the left hand lane on
smart motorways

More than a third think hard shoulders should be
reinstated.
An increasing number of motorists are avoiding the left hand lane on smart
motorways even when they’re open because of fears over safety.
The Government has announced a five-year pause on the introduction of
new smart motorways while it assesses whether they’re safe, but motorists
are taking matters into their own hands.
Smart motorways typically see the hard shoulder replaced with a live lane,
theoretically increasing the road’s capacity. Overhead signage can then
warn other drivers if a vehicle has broken down, for example, and close the
lane by displaying a red ‘X’.
Although laybys are built into the
network for motorists to stop in an
emergency, concerns have been
raised about the fact that you can’t
always make it to a refuge spot
when breaking down, as well as
how quickly motorway operators
can spot a stranded vehicle and
warn oncoming cars.

The M3 smart motorway near Camberley in Surrey. The motorways have no hard
shoulder but drivers can pull into these refuge areas in emergencies.
New research suggests more motorists than ever are shunning the left lane
altogether. A massive 73 per cent of British drivers say they avoid driving in the
converted hard shoulder even when signage allows, a significant increase on the
56 per cent who said the same in a 2019 survey.
The survey of 2,000 UK adults on behalf of vehicle repair company Kwik Fit found
that understanding of the new road signage had increased, but safety concerns
were the key reason why many were keeping to the right.
Thirty-one per cent of respondents said they avoided the left lane over fears there
could be a stationary vehicle ahead, while 30 per cent said they prefer to treat it
like a ‘normal’ motorway, leaving a ‘hard shoulder’ to their left because they don’t
think smart motorways are safe.
The number of people concerned about using the left lane because they are
unsure whether they’re allowed has decreased from 29 per cent to 22 per cent
since 2019’s survey, while 19 per cent of those who do not use the left lane say
it’s because they are concerned about having no ‘escape route’.
When asked about the Government pausing the introduction of new smart
motorways, 36 per cent said they should be cancelled altogether with hard
shoulders reinstated on existing smart motorways.
Roger Griggs, communications director at Kwik Fit, said: “Smart motorways have
been a huge topic of debate and it is absolutely correct for the government to
pause their development to both gather data and ensure that the UK’s motorways
are as safe as possible.
It is clear that many drivers are yet to be convinced about the safety of smart
motorways and therefore there must be clear transparency about all the data
being gathered and the evidence on which future decisions are based.”
Despite pausing new smart motorways while it reviews their safety, the
Government announced in January that it was investing £900 million to upgrade
existing ones by introducing more refuge areas and technology to spot stranded
vehicles.
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “While our initial data shows that smart
motorways are among the safest roads in the UK, it’s crucial that we go further to
ensure people feel safer using them.
Pausing schemes yet to start construction and making multimillion-pound
improvements to existing schemes will give drivers confidence and provide the
data we need to inform our next steps.”

PARKING ON SLOPES
There has been an increase in reports of
vehicles running away when parked due
to the handbrake not holding.
Several of these are caused by
temperature change. If you park a
vehicle when the temperature is low, eg,
late evening, and it is only just holding
the vehicle on a slope, when the
temperature rises the following day, then
the heat makes the handbrake cable
expand, and so reduces the pressure
holding the brake shoes. This allows the brake to release and the vehicle rolls
away.
So if you park on a slope, make
sure the handbrake is on fully, and I
would suggest putting the gear
lever into first or reverse.
Automatics have to go into Park in
order to get the ignition key out.
If you park on a road on a slope, if
facing downhill, turn the front
wheels towards the kerb so the
kerb would act as a chock to the
wheels. If facing uphill turn the front
wheels away from the kerb so it would roll back into the kerb.
Physics is a wonderful thing.
Bill Storey

Chief Observer Car

One liners.
A mate of mine recently admitted to being addicted to brake fluid.

When I quizzed him on it he reckoned he could stop any time.....
What hair colour do they put on the driver's licenses of bald men?
Is it true that you never really learn to swear until you learn to drive?
I was driving this morning when I saw an RAC van parked up. The driver was
sobbing uncontrollably and looked very miserable. I thought to myself ‘that guy’s
heading for a breakdown’.

DIARY DATES
Please Note that indoor meetings at the Duke William Starkholmes are now
on the SECOND MONDAY of the Month
Sun
Mon

12th Jun
13th Jun

Eyre Arms Calver 10.00am
Duke William Matlock 7.30pm

Sun
Sun

19th Jun
3rd Jul

Sun
Mon
Sun
Sat
Mon
Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon

10th
11th
17th
16th
8th
14th
21st
11th
12th
18th
10th

McDonalds Matlock 10.00am
Crich Classic Motocycle
event
Eyre Arms Calver 10.00am
Duke William Matlock 7.00pm
McDonalds Matlock 10.00am
A stand outside MYMOTO
Duke William Matlock 7.00pm
Eyre Arms Calver 10.00am
McDonalds Matlock 10.00am
Eyre Arms Calver 10.00am
Duke William Matlock 7.00pm
McDonalds Matlock 10.00am
Duke William Matlock 7.30pm

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sep
Sep
Sep
Oct

Guidance
Paul Barker – Bike/Car
Examiner
Guidance
Publicity event with
Upright/Bikerdown
Guidance
Guidance/Social
Guidance
Publicity
Guidance/Social
Guidance
Guidance
Guidance
Guidance/Social
Guidance
Motorcycle trips to War
Graves around Ypres,
Belgium Bill

Notes re Guidance Meeting Venues
Matlock Guidance – McDonalds
McDonalds has a 90 minutes limit before tickets are issued. Anyone likely to stay
longer should inform the manager who will add your regd. number to their list so
you wont fall foul. If we use the car park furthest from the building, we should all
be fairly close together
Calver Guidance – Eyre Arms
The Eyre Arms top level car park is pretty much fully booked for camper vans, so
we will need to meet on the lower level. I suggest on the left as you enter the car
park (under the bushes).

Newsletter Dates
Last date for copy for the June/July Newsletter is July 9th for articles,
July 16th for tests, new members etc.
Articles, letters, clippings etc. for inclusion to Mike Scawen
17 Banks Avenue, Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD7 4LZ
E-Mail: mike.scawen@peak05.plus.com
Tel: 01484 647496 or Mobile (preferred) 07788 108177
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Matlock Crown Sq

Meeting Venues

To Matlock Bath
A6

McDonald’s
Matlock DE4 3AU
Duke William
Matlock DE4 3BZ

Outdoor Guidance
Eyre Arms Calver. S32 3XH Car park
Second Sunday in month10.00am
March - October
McDonald’s 43 Bakewell Road Matlock DE4 3AU car park - area to the right
Third Sunday in month 10.00am

Indoor/Outdoor Guidance
Duke William. 91 Church Street Matlock DE4 3BZ

(Summer Programme May-Sept for guidance drives / rides but
with use of the pub, shelter and drinks etc.)
Second Monday in month 7.00pm

(Winter Programme Oct-April Indoor meetings in First Floor Room)
Second Monday in month 7.30pm
See Diary dates for details or our web site

https://matlock-iamroadsmart.org.uk/
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